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Introduction
Following receipt of an invitation sent by Mr Eugeniu STIRBU, Chairman of Central
Electoral Commission of the Republic of Moldova, to the European Parliament (EP)
on 5 February 2009, the EP Conference of Presidents authorised, on 5 March 2009, an
election observation delegation to monitor the parliamentary elections in Moldova
scheduled for 5 April 2009. The delegation comprised six Members of the European
Parliament, nominated by three political groups, and three members of staff.
The Members were appointed by the political groups as follows: Mrs Laima Liucija
ANDRIKIENE (EPP-E, Lithuania,), Mr Marin-Jean MARINESCU (EPP-ED,
Romania), Mrs Marianne MIKKO (PSE, Estonia), Mr. Alin ANTOCHI (PSE,
Romania), Mrs Emma NICHOLSON (ALDE, UK) and Mr Henrik LAX (ALDE,
Finland).
During the constituent and preparatory meeting of the Moldova parliamentary election
observation delegation, held on 18 March 2009, Mrs Marianne MIKKO was elected
chairperson of the delegation by Members of the European Parliament delegation
present. The Commission representative, Mr. Rémi DUFLOT, briefed the delegation
on the electoral and political situation in Moldova. The draft programme for the
mission was confirmed, as well as the deployment of the delegation in four teams, one
observing from the capital Chisinau and the other three observing on the way to the
border with the Transnistria region of Moldova through Dubasari, Orhei and Anenii
Noi.
As is usual in the OSCE area, the European Parliament delegation formed part of the
joint International Election Observation Mission (IEOM) that also comprised the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), chaired by Mr. David
Wilshire (UK); the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(OSCE/ODIHR), headed by Mr. Nikolai Vulchanov (Bulgaria) and the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE PA) headed by Petros Efthymiou (Greece). The
OSCE/ODIHR team consisted of 42 experts and long-term observers of 23 OSCE
participating States deployed in the capital and seven regional centres. On Election
Day, the IEOM deployed some 400 short-term observers from 43 OSCE participating
States, including 70 members of the OSCE PA delegation, 19 from PACE, and 13
from the European Parliament.
Aside the International Election Observation Mission (IEOM), the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) observed as well the Moldova parliamentary election.
According to the CIS Executive Secretary Sergey Lebedev, the representatives from
their observer mission visited 27 polling stations of 37 constituencies, on the day of
voting.
Domestic non governmental organizations, as well as representatives of electoral
contestants also contributed to observe the election process. Under the umbrella of the
NGO "Civic Coalition for Free and Fair Elections – Coalition 2009”, which groups 70
civil society organizations, the "League for Defence of Human Rights of Moldova"
(LADOM) deployed 44 long-term observers and about 2100 short- term observers.
Another NGO umbrella organization, the Coalition “Civic Control – Elections 2009”
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deployed some 200 short-term observers around the country. In addition, observers
nominated by electoral contestants were present in 97% of polling stations.
In the eve of the election, the EP delegation to observe the parliamentary elections in
Moldova had meetings with various Moldovan leaders, among which Dorin
Chirtoaca, the Mayor of Chisinau and figure of one of Moldovan opposition parties
(PL), deputy minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Valeriu Ostalep,
the Minister of Justice, Vitalie Pirlog and the Speaker of the Moldovan Parliament,
Marian Lupu. On 4 April, a common briefing for the IEOM with the OSCE PA,
PACE and the EP delegation took place. ODIHR experts presented the environment
in which the elections take place on 5 April. Meetings with the CEC representative,
with leaders of the most important Moldovan parties, with observer organizations,
NGO and media representatives also took place. All these meetings with different
stakeholders gave the Delegation a good overview of the context of, and preparation
for elections. In all these meetings, MEPs addressed different issues and aspects,
most of which are presented below.
The Electoral System
Moldova held parliamentary elections on 5 April 2009. 101 members of Parliament,
serving a four-year term were elected in a nationwide constituency through a
proportional representation system. This election well proved a tipping point as what
is at stake is not only parliamentary seats but also the following election of the
President of Moldova. The president is elected by the newly-elected parliament with
three fifths of the votes of the new MPs. President Vladimir Voronin is finishing his
second and last tenure. The threshold for a political party to enter the Parliament was
increased from four to six per cent of valid ballots.
The latest amendments to the Moldovan Electoral Code did not address
recommendations of the OSCE/ODHIR and of the Venice Commission of the Council
of Europe.
The increase of the electoral threshold from 4 to 6 per cent could be understandable in
a proportional representation system where political fragmentation is underway.
Nevertheless, it could seem that the Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova
(PCRM) tried to dominate the elections' results by raising the threshold. The ban on
pre-electoral blocs represented a setback. In addition, all these issues together with the
restriction of electoral rights of persons with multiple citizenship put obstacles for
many political parties and candidates.
The overall assessment is that the pre-election environment deteriorated since 2005,
threatening the conditions for competitive elections (pressure, intimidation and
criminal cases initiated by law enforcement agencies against opposition candidates).
In Moldova, elections are considered valid if more than 50 % of the voters registered
participate. In the Central Electoral Commission's (CEC) view, the total numbers of
registered voters is given by the voters registered on the voter lists plus those
registered on supplementary lists. If the voter turnout is not reached, a second round
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of voting is organized 14 days after, where at least one third of the registered voters
should participate for this round of elections to be valid.
Voter lists
At the requests of the MEPs, the Central Electoral Commission representive was not
able to provide reliable, clear data on the total number of registered voters, which
raised suspicion on the transparency and reliability of the voter lists for these
elections. Widespread concerns were expressed that the total number of voters might
be too high compared to the total population of the country. Numerous concerns were
raised about fraud and multiple voting.
Voter lists were based on the information provided by the Ministry of Information
Development, who sent them to the CEC who passes the lists to the local authorities,
which carried out an annual update and submitted the information back to the CEC.
Voter registration lacked uniformity, the ways voter lists were drawn up varied widely
among local government units, especially with regard to the inclusion in the voter lists
of voters residing abroad.
It was for the very first time in the history of Moldova that prisoners were able to vote
and a team of the EP delegation observed elections on 5 April in Penitentiary No. 13
in Chisinau. Only those sentenced to imprisonment by a final decision of a court for
serious crimes, which lost their citizen rights were not able to vote.
Inhabitants of Transnistria were not due to take part in the elections despite the fact
that 400,000 of them are voters. In 2005, the same scenario happened, but ten polling
stations were opened nonetheless. 10 polling stations were open also this time on the
Western bank of Nistru/Dniestr River from voters from the eastern bank, who were
added on the supplementary voter lists.
Moldovans currently living abroad (about 35-50 % of the Moldovan working force)
encountered difficulty in voting. Moldovan government allowed voting only in
embassies and consulates, voting being problematic for Moldovan citizens living and
working in places where there is no embassy or consulate nearby. Moldovans living
far from capital cities and have no legal residence in host countries may well find it
difficult to afford spending time and money to travel long distances in order to vote.
This issue is of particular concern as these voters were likely to vote against the ruling
party in the election; this is also likely to have a significant impact on the election of
the next president. Requests made by individuals, organizations and opposition
parties to open additional polling stations for the diaspora bore no fruit by a decision
of the Supreme Court. For these elections, 22 064 voters were registered to vote in 33
polling stations abroad, extremely few compared to the considerable number of
Moldovan citizens residing abroad.
Candidate Registration
12 parties and 5 individual candidates competed in the elections. Given the
amendments to the Electoral Code in 2008 prohibiting the formation of pre-electoral
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alliances, some party lists included prominent members of other political parties not
so long ago. Most important state officials registered on the list of the Party of
Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM).
A restriction to the right to be elected, with regard to persons with multiple citizenship
was introduced by one of the amendments to the Electoral Code in April 2008.
According to this amendment, elected candidates with multiple citizenship have to
renounce their other citizenship(s). At the end of 2008, the European Court of Human
Rights ruled against the Republic of Moldova, considering this a violation of the
European Convention on Human Rights.
Media
While the Constitution guarantees freedom of expression and prohibits censorship,
media was biased (unequal access of political parties to the media): biased television,
radio and the written press in favour of government, lack of pluralism and unequal
news coverage to the detriment of the opposition. Public broadcaster Moldova 1 gave
preferential treatment to the party in power, blurring the distinction between the
coverage of top state officials and their campaign activities. The PCRM received the
most positive coverage and the AMN (Our Moldova Alliance) and PLDM (the Liberal
Democratic Party of Moldova) were presented in a negative or neutral tone. The
PCRM decided not to participate in debates with other political parties, except these
organized by the public broadcaster, therefore limiting the informative value of these
political debates for the citizens.
The Audiovisual Coordination Council refused to renew the broadcasting licence to
PRO TV Chisinau, which will continue functioning until after the elections, when a
new decision would be taken.
A great number of complaints to the CEC referred to electoral campaigns in the
media. The complaints referred especially to unethical campaigning, extensive
coverage of President Voronin in the media, etc.
Campaign environment
During the campaign, the PCRM stressed the economic achievements and stability in
the past eight years since it has been in power, while the opposition parties criticized
the Communists for the widespread corruption and mismanagement.
Opposition candidates were intimidated and pressured upon, some opposition parties'
electoral posters and billboards were removed, destroyed and stained. Some of their
offices were vandalized. Intimidation by the police and local authorities of voters
willing to attend opposition parties' events was registered. There were cases where
public employers threatened their staff with unemployment if they campaigned or ran
for office for an opposition party. The use of administrative resources by state
officials and the PCRM candidates was encountered.
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Election Day
The Election Day was well-organized and took place in a calm and peaceful
atmosphere. To cover the Election Day on 5 April, the Delegation split into 4 groups,
which observed the elections in Chisinau, its surroundings, and in different places
(Orhei, Dubasari, Anenii Noi) on the way to the border with the Transnistrian region
of Moldova. The EP EOM did not witness any major rigging of the elections but
noted that the parliamentary elections took place in an unbalanced environment
strongly favouring the ruling party, mainly due to the limited access to the media for
the representatives of the opposition parties, the use of state resources by the
Communist Party during the election campaign, and intimidation of representatives
and supporters of the opposition. The EP teams witnessed some problems, for
example observers from the PCRM trying to influence voters. In Dorotcaia, Cosnita,
Poheaba and Pirita, the Dubasari team witnessed group voting involving elderly
voters, thus hampering the free choice of voters. The same team noticed the presence
of some Ukrainian and Russian peacekeeping troops in Dorotcaia, which created the
impression of their intention to influence the free choice of the local population. Some
teams observed evident confusion linked to the identity documents necessary for
voting. Party lists were not displayed in the majority of the polling stations.
Election Results
According to the data provided by the Central Election Commission (CEC) 4 of the
12 main political parties passed the 6% threshold in the parliamentary elections.
The final results are the following:

Political Party

% of
votes

Mandates
obtained

Party of Communists of the Republic of
Moldova(PCRM)
Liberal Party (PL)
Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova
(PLDM)
Our Moldova Alliance (AMN)

49.48%

60 seats

13.14%
12.43%

15 seats
15 seats

9.77%

11 seats

According to CEC data, the total number of registered voters is 2,586,309, and
1,556,083 voters participated in elections, making the voter turnout 53.9%.
The opposition claims that elections were rigged and demanded that repeat
parliamentary elections take place.
On 6 April, hearing the news that the Communists won the elections, crowds of young
Moldovans took to the streets spontaneously opposing the outcome of the elections,
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which they viewed as rigged by the Communists. The buildings of the Parliament and
Presidency of the Republic of Moldova were set on fire during the morning of 7 April.
During the anti-Communist demonstrations, a young girl died on the morning of 7
April and 2 other casualties of other 2 youngsters resulted (at least one of them
appeared to have died as a result of the police brutality against the young
demonstrators on the night of 7-8 April). More than 200 young people who had
demonstrated against the Communists leadership were reportedly taken into police
custody. The Moldovan Communist leadership has imposed terror, torture, murder,
kidnappings, intimidation and threats against the Moldovan population, trying to
prevent future protests against the Communist leadership. The events that followed
the Election Day opened the floor to a recount of votes which took place the
following week. This recount did not bring any major changes in the final results. A
fact-finding mission of the EP went to the Republic of Moldova between 26-29 April.
Some conclusions
The International Election Observation Mission, including the EP delegation,
expressed their view that the Moldovan parliamentary elections took place in an
overall pluralistic environment and offered voters different political choices. Further
changes are required 'to ensure an electoral process free from undue administrative
interference and to increase public confidence'. The European Parliament delegation
cooperated closely and negotiated with the OSCE PA, PACE and OSCE/ODIHR to
produce the preliminary conclusions and all these 4 international organizations
endorsed the statement.
Generally the Election Code provided a good basis for these elections, however, ' the
combination of the electoral threshold, prohibition of pre-electoral alliances and the
restriction of electoral rights of persons with multiple citizenship created obstacles for
many political parties and candidates. In addition, the voter turnout requirement for an
election to be valid allows for cycles of failed elections'. 1
Among the conditions seen as essential to a genuine and democratic electoral process,
it could be mentioned: equal access for candidates and political parties to state
resources and their equal access to, and balanced coverage by, any state or public
funded media. The EP delegation considers that these essential conditions were not
fulfilled. The Republic of Moldova needs to bring about major improvements in the
media, which should be free from political influence, the campaign environment
should be free from intimidation of voters and candidates, administrative resources
should not be used in campaigning, etc.
A key issue is the voter registration and public confidence in the Moldovan
authorities. The numerous allegations of fraud concerning the voter lists and the
events after the 5 April elections shook heavily the public confidence in the
authorities and the Communist Party which will continue to stay in power.

1

Preliminary statement of the International Election Observation Mission to Parliamentary Elections,
Republic of Moldova, 5 April 2009
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Bearing in mind the serious human rights abuses committed by the Moldovan
authorities and the results of the EP fact finding mission to Moldova after the
elections, the European Parliament adopted on 7 May 2009 a resolution on the
situation in the Republic of Moldova stressing that full compliance with international
democratic standards before, during and after the electoral process is of the greatest
importance for the future development of relations between the EU and the Republic
of Moldova.
By its resolution, the European Parliament strongly condemned the massive campaign
of harassment, grave violations of human rights and all other illegal actions carried
out by the Moldovan Government in the aftermath of the parliamentary elections and
urged the Moldovan authorities to immediately cease all illegal arrests and conduct
government action in accordance with the country's international commitments and
obligations with regard to democracy, the rule of law and human rights. The EP is
particularly concerned about the illegal and arbitrary arrests and the widespread
violations of the human rights of arrested persons, in particular the right to life, the
right not to be subjected to physical abuse, torture or inhumane or degrading treatment
or punishment, the right to freedom and safety, the right to a fair trial and the right to
freedom of assembly, association and expression, and about the fact that these abuses
are still continuing.2 These human rights violations in Moldova, just at the EU's
border, may raise serious question marks about Moldovan authorities' commitment to
European principles and values.

2

The European Parliament resolution on the situation in the Republic of Moldova, 7 May 2009
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Annexe A

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN MOLDOVA
ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION
3 – 7 April 2009
List of participants

Members
Mrs Marianne MIKKO, Estonia, PSE, (Chairperson)
Mrs Laima Liucija ANDRIKIENE, Lithuania, EPP-ED
Mr Marian-Jean MARINESCU, Romania, EPP-ED
Mr Alin ANTOCHI, Romania, PSE
Baroness Emma NICHOLSON, UK, ALDE
Mr Henrik LAX, Finish, ALDE
Secretariat
Mrs Alina GEORGESCU, Administrator
Mrs Aneta POPESCU-BLACK, Administrator
Mrs Simona IACOBLEV, Assistant
Group Staff
Mr Marian APOSTOL, EPP-ED
Mr Robert VAN DE WATER, PSE
Interprets
Mr Victor CHERATA
Mr Mihai CODREANU
Mr Mona STAMATOPOL
Abbreviations :
EPP-ED
PSE
ALDE
Verts/ALE

European People's Party/European
Democrats
Party of European Socialists
Alliance of Liberal and Democrats for Europe
Greens/European Free Alliance
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GUE/NGL
UEN
I-D
NI

European United Left/Nordic Green Left
Union for Europe of the Nations Group
Independence/Democracy
Non-attached

Annexe B

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN MOLDOVA
ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION
3 – 7 April 2009

FINAL PROGRAMME
Members
Mrs Marianne MIKKO, Estonia, PSE, (Chairperson)
Mrs Laima Liucija ANDRIKIENE, Lithuania, EPP-ED
Mrs Maria PETRE, Romania, EPP-ED
Mr Marin-Jean MARINESCU, Romania, EPP-ED
Mr Alin ANTOCHI, Romania, PSE
Mrs Emma NICHOLSON, UK, ALDE
Mr Henrik LAX, Finish, ALDE

Secretariat
Mrs Alina GEORGESCU, Administrator
Mrs Aneta POPESCU-BLACK, Administrator
Mrs Simona IACOBLEV, Assistant
Group Staff
Mr Marian APOSTOL, EPP-ED
Interpreters
Mr Victor CHERATA
Mr Mihai CODREANU
Mr Mona STAMATOPOL
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Thursday, 2 April
Arrival of Members in Chisinau and transfer to the hotel:
Leogrand Hotels
Mitropolit Varlaam str. 77, MD-2012, Chisinau, Moldova
Tel.: (+373 22) 201 201, Fax: (+373 22) 201 222
E-mail: info@leograndhotels.com
Meeting with ODIHR, OSCE PA and PACE at Secretariat level
Friday, 3 April
10h00

Meeting with EU Ambassadors and EC Delegation

12h00

Mayor of Chisinau, Dorin Chirtoaca and Moldovan NGOs
Venue: Beermania Restaurant
Alexandru cel Bun str, nr. 83, tel: 227331, 227319

15h00

Vice-minister Ostalep, AEIE (tbc)

16h00

Minister of Justice, Vitalie Parlog
Other meetings to be scheduled

19h30

Dinner for Heads of delegation hosted by the European Parliament
Venue: Basarabia Restaurant
Str. Kiev, nr 16/1 tel Tel 449735, 498079

Saturday, 4 April
9h00- 9h30

Speaker of the Moldovan Parliament, Marian Lupu

10h00

Opening by the Heads of Delegations
- Mr. Petros Efthymiou, Head of Delegation of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly and Special Co-ordinator of the
OSCE CiO to lead the OSCE STOs
- Mrs. Marianne Mikko, Head of Delegation of the European
Parliament
- Mr David Wilshire, Head of Delegation of the CoE
Parliamentary Assembly
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10h15-10h30 Political Background
Ambassador Philip Remler, Head of the OSCE Mission to Moldova
Mr Vladimir Ristovski, Special Representative of the Council of Europe
Secretary General to Moldova

10h30-11h30 OSCE/ODIHR EOM Core Team
Introduction
Mr Nikolai Vulchanov, Head of Mission (10 minutes)
Political overview; National Minorities; Gender
Mr Falk Lange, Political Analyst (10 minutes)
Campaign activities and media landscape
Mr Ivan Godarsky, Media Analyst, (10 minutes)
Complaints
Mrs Francine Barry, Legal Analyst (5 minutes)
Election administration and E-Day procedures
Mr Alexander Yurin, Election Analysts (10 minutes)
Observation forms
Mr Anders Eriksson, Statistics Expert or Mr. Raul Muresan, LTO Coordinator (5 minutes) TBC
Q&A (10 minutes)
11h45 Electoral Administration
Mr Iurie Ciocan, CEC Secretary
12h30 Roundtable with Observer Organisations
- Mr Paul Strutzescu, Chairperson or Mrs. Olga Straton, Program Coordinator, League for Human Right Protection in Moldova (LADOM)
- Mr Alexandru Barbov, Executive Director, ‘Civic Control - Elections
2009’
14h30 Meetings with representatives of Political Parties
- Party of Communists of the Republic of Moldova (PCRM)
- Christian Democratic People’s Party (PPCD)
Centre right parties:
- Mr Veaceslav Untila, ‘Moldova Noastra (Our Moldova)’ Alliance
(AMN)
- Liberal Party (PL)
- Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova (PLDM)
Centre left parties:
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- Mr Dumitru Braghis, Chairperson; Social Democratic Party of
Moldova (PSDM)
- Democratic Party of Moldova (PDM) TBC
- Mr Veaceslav Afanasiev, Centrist Union of Moldova (UCM)
17h30 Roundtable with NGO Representatives (International and Moldovan)
- Mr Igor Botsan, Executive Director, Association for Participative
Democracy (ADEPT)
- Mr Serghei Ostaf, Executive Director, Resource center for Human Rights
NGOs in Moldova-CREDO
- Mr Alex Grigorevs, Resident Director or Aleksandar Bratkovi , Program
Manager; National Democratic Institute (NDI)
- Mr Stevan Rader, Program Director, International Republican Institute
(IRI)
- Mr Andrei Brighidin, Program Manager, Eurasia Foundation
- Mrs Nadine Gogu, Interim Director, Independent Journalism Centre
- Mr Petru Macovei, Executive Director, Association for Independent Press
(API)

17h30 Roundtable with Media Representatives
TV:
- Mr Igor Burciu, News Director, Euro TV
- Mr Sergey Riazantzev, NIT TV
Radio:
- Mr Veaceslac Tabuleac, Director, Vocea Basarabiei
Print press:
- Mr Ion Berlinski, Editor in Chief, Moldova Suverană,
- Mr Dmitrii Ciubasenco, Editor in Chief, MoldavskieVedomosti,
- Mr Gheorghe Budeanu, Timpul de Dimineaţă
18h30 Concluding Remark
18h35 Observers’ Safety
- Mr Emil Pyrich, Security Officer
Deployment
- Area specific briefing conducted by OSCE/ODIHR LTO teams and
distribution of the regional briefing packs
Sunday, 5 April
Election Day
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Monday, 6 April
08h30

Debriefing EP delegation

10h00
OSCE/ODIHR

Meeting of Heads of Delegations EP, OSCE PA, PACE and

14h00

Press conference

Monday late evening/
Tuesday, 7 April
Departure to the airport
Morning:

Secretariat meeting - Debriefing on the Election Observation
delegation

Afternoon:

Logistical arrangements (with ODIHR Liaison officer)

End of work
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Annexe C

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN MOLDOVA
ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION
3 – 7 April 2009
Deployment plan

Team 1 - CHISINAU
Mrs Marianne MIKKO, Estonia, PSE, (Chairperson)
Mrs Alina Alexandra GEORGESCU, Administrator
Mr Victor CHERATA, Interpreter
Driver

Team 2 - Orhei - border with the Transnistrian region of Moldova
Mr Marin-Jean MARINESCU, Romania, EPP-ED
Mr Marian APOSTOL, EPP-ED
Driver

Team 3 - Dubasari - border with the Transnistrian region of Moldova
Mrs Emma NICHOLSON, UK, ALDE
Mr Henrik LAX, Finish, ALDE
Mrs Aneta POPESCU-BLACK, Administrator
Mr Mihai CODREANU, Interpreter
Driver
Team 4 - Anenii Noi - border with the Transnistrian region of Moldova
Mrs Laima Liucija ANDRIKIENE, Lithuania, EPP-ED
Mr Alin ANTOCHI, Romania, PSE
Mrs Simona IACOBLEV, Assistant
Mrs Mona STAMATOPOL, Interpreter
Driver
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Annexe D

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION TO MOLDOVA
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS OF 5 APRIL 2009
Press release
The observer delegation from the European Parliament noted that the proceedings
during the Election Day passed in a positive and calm atmosphere. This was a real
improvement to the situation as it was observed during the past 2005 parliamentary
elections. The pooling stations were better organised, the presence of the political
party observers in the pooling stations did not cause any difficulties and the voters had
the possibility to make a free choice out of many different political parties. We also
observed ourselves that voting in prison – a novelty for Moldova – took place in an
organised and quiet manner. The only marked exception was found in the aggressive
attempts of the Tiraspol authorities to stop the Transnistrian people to participate in
the votes.
This positive observation with regard to the proceedings on election day, however,
does not mean that no further steps should be taken by the Moldovan authorities o
make the electoral process more transparent and more balanced.
Sincere efforts must be made to strengthen the democratic conscious in this country
and to increase the public confidence in the elected officials of Moldova.
In general, the media provided the candidates with the opportunity to convey their
message to the voters. As a former journalist with a long experience in political
reporting, I must however note that in particular the public broadcasting organisation
Moldova UNU and radio Moldova continuously gave a preferential treatment to the
politicians in power and failed to distinguish between their state duties and their
campaign activities.
I would like to stress that an independent and transparent public broadcasting system
is an essential aspect of a democratic society and I would like to urge the newly
elected authorities to give prior attention to further improvements on this issue.
Finally, I would like to draw attention to a specific aspect of the situation in Moldova.
Many younger people have left their county to find employment abroad. With their
remittances, they make an important contribution to the financial well-being of their
families and the economic development of Moldova. It must therefore be regretted
that these valuable people have been offered so few possibilities to cast their vote in
these elections and therefore express their opinion on the political development of
their country. Their absence from the political process in Moldova – some say this
may even concern about half of Moldova’s labour force – also creates unclarity about
correctness of the voter lists.
The European Parliament delegation hopes that these points will be addressed in the
near future and that next elections can be given an even more favourable opinion.
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Annexe E

Moldova’s elections met many international
standards, but further improvements are needed,
observers say
CHISINAU, 6 April 2009 – Yesterday’s parliamentary elections in Moldova met many
international standards and commitments, but further improvements are required to ensure an
electoral process free from undue administrative interference and to increase public
confidence, the International Election Observation Mission said in a statement issued today.
The elections took place in an overall pluralistic environment, offering voters distinct political
alternatives. The legal framework generally provided an adequate basis for the conduct of a
democratic election, although important previous recommendations remain to be addressed.
Election day was well-organized and passed calmly and peacefully, with no major incidents
reported. The voting and counting process was assessed positively by the observers, despite a
number of significant procedural shortcomings.
The media provided contestants with opportunities to convey their messages, in particular
through debates and paid airtime. The observers noted, however, that the state broadcaster
blurred the distinction between the coverage of duties of state officials and their campaign
activities.
The campaign environment was affected by frequent allegations of intimidation of voters and
candidates, and claims of misuse of administrative resources. Some of these allegations were
verified by the observers.
“I am delighted with the progress of democracy in Moldova. These elections were very good
and they gave me great confidence in the future of this country,” said Petros Efthymiou, head
of the delegation of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and Special Co-ordinator of the
OSCE short-term observers.
“The people of Moldova are to be congratulated on a relaxed, mainly well-run and democratic
polling day. Now the new parliament needs to make the necessary improvements to
Moldova’s legal framework and electoral code,” said David Wilshire, head of the delegation
of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly.
“We noted real improvements in comparison with the 2005 parliamentary elections. However,
further efforts must be made, in particular with regard to the position of the public
broadcasting organization”, said Marianne Mikko, head of the delegation of the European
Parliament.
“Our overall assessment of this election is positive, but there is a need to inject more trust in
the electoral environment, including through unbiased news reporting by the public
broadcaster, improving voter registration procedures, and ensuring that contestants are treated
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equally by the authorities,” said Nikolai Vulchanov, head of the long-term election
observation mission of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR).
For further information contact:
Klas Bergman, OSCE PA, +45 60 10 83 80, klas@oscepa.dk
Jens-Hagen Eschenbächer, OSCE/ODIHR, +373 600 44 893 or +48 603 683 122,
jens@odihr.pl
Chemavon Chahbazian, PACE, mobile: +33 6621 39351, chemavon.chahbazian@coe.int
Alina Georgescu, EP, +373 600 202 85
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