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European Democratic Party 

Statutes 
Adopted on 13 July 2004 

Modified by the Congress of Brussels, on 11 December 2014 

of a commitment for a Europe that is more and more politically integrated, and of the 

construction of a democratic Union that is free and united, 

of a joint will to construct a politically clear vision for a common future with the final goal of 

creating a political Europe that shall also be a "Europe based on Solidarity", 

of the essential support of the European institutions as the key instrument for shaping the 

future of the European Union, 

of a plan for a peaceful and prosperous Europe, founded on values of peace, freedom, 

clemocracy, solidarity and eclucation, 

we establish the European Democratic Party. 

By this agreement. the political parties of the countries, of the historical nations and of the regions of 

the European Union that share the common values and the principles inclicatecl in this preface, make up "the 

European Democratic Party (EDP)". 
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STATUTES OF THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

TITLE 1 NAME, REGISTERED OFFICE, AIMS, OURATI0N 

Article 1: Name 

A non-profit international association is establ1sl1ed by the signatones under the narne 

<;European Democratic Party". 

The association reserves lhe right to use the abbreviated name "EDP" or "POE" for all acts, invoices, 

announcernents, publications and other documents issued by the association, these abbrev1at1ons being 

used in Lheir own rigl1t. 

This Association shall be governed by the dispositions of title Ill of the Belgian law of 27 June 1921 

on non-profit rnal{ing Associations, international non-profit rnak111g Associations and foundations. 

Article 2: Registered Office 

The registered office of the association is based in Brussels; rue de l'industrie, 4, in the juclicial 

district of Brussels. 

The Council may transfer the registered office to another location. 

Article 3: Official Languages 

The official languages of the European Democratic Party are ail the official languages of the 

member parties. The three working languages are French, ltalian, English and German. Official documents 

are translated into the three wod<ing languages. 

Article 4: Aims 

As non-profit mal{ing, the association has as its sole aims: 

to assure a close and lasting collaboration between its mernbers with the intention of 

meeting their objectives; 

elections; 

to prornote and organise initiatives at European level with the participation of its mernbers; 

to support and coordinate the actions of party rnembers at the time of European Parliarnent 

to develop close working relations between and arnong party members, their parliarnentary, 

European, national and regional groups, groups in the parliamentary assernblies and parties which l1ave the 

same political platform outside the European Union; 

to carry out its actions with the airn of federal unification and integration of Europe; 

to fully support the representation of regional and local interests and relevant application of 

the principle of subsidiarity, including in the framework of each rnember state. 

The European Democratic Party initiales actions and carries out its work, bath in Belgium and 

abroad, in orcler to prornote or increase promotion of, directly or indirectly, its aims and objectives. 
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The EDP seeks a common posIt1011 amongst 1ts members on all important subJects concern111g the 

European Union. ln add1t1011, It 1nforms public opI111on and 1nvolves It 111 the creatIon of a unitecl Europe. 

Through the1r reg1onal and national actions, party rnembers support the pos1t1ons defended by the 

EDP in the frameworl� of the European Union. ln the context of national and regional actions, party members 

may ma1ntain their name, their 1dentity and their autonomy. 

With a v1ew Lo realising Its goals, the association may, e1tl1er Free of charge or for a fee, receive or 

sell, freehold or otherw1se, any 1mmovable property. 

lt may carry out any action related either directly or indirectly to its aims, in particular: 

take any action necessary for the administration of 1ts capital in accordance w1tl1 its a1ms; 

contribute and take interest in ail activities 111 accordance with ils aIrns. 

Article 5: Relationship with group(s) at the European Parliament. 

The European Democratic Party may form an alliance with ot11er European parties 111 order to 

establish one or more group(s) to effectively promote ils values w1thin the European Parl1ament and within 

the other institutions or European bocl1es. 

ln th1s respect. 

all delegates represent111g member parties or 1ndividual members must s1t 111 tl1e group(s) spec1fied 

by tl1e competent bodies; 

the heads of delegations of the different member parties will establish close relations and have 

regular 111eet111gs in order to dec1de common positions and assure the coherence of the positions of Lhe EDP 

within the parl1amentary group(s). 

Article 6: Duration 

The association 1s formed for an undetermined period of time. 
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TITLE Il AFFILIATION 

Article 7; Members 

The number of members is unlimited, but may not be less than three. 

Founding members of the association are tl1ose present at this act in their official capacity. 

Members of the assocIatI011 are the members who are appo1nted by the Council. 

Members of the Association are divided into six categories: member parlies, inclividual members, 

affiliated members, observer members, natural persons and legal persons. 

1. Member parties are national and\or regional parties established w1thin the member States,

histoncal national1t1es and the regIons of tl1e European Union, wh1ch have signed the statutes and share the 

aims and objectives of the EDP. These are either founding members or admitted members to the party after 

its establishment, in compliance with the rules imposed by these statutes. 

2. lndividual members are members of the European institutions and bodies provided for by

the Treaties, members of national Parliaments and of reg1onal and local assemblies. These are either 

foundIng members or members admitted to the party after its establishment, in compliance with the rules 

1111posed by these statutes. 

3. The statute of affiliated member may be given to European parties of countries that are not

members of the European Union, but which sl1are the objectives of the EDP as well as its manifesto. 

4. The statute of observer member may be gIven to parties of non-member states of the

European Union which share the objectives of the EDP as well as tl1eir manifesto. 

5. Natural persons adherent to member parties are ex-officio members. Natural persons not

adherent to a member party who have paid a membership fee, the amount of which is fixed by the 

Presidency, are members after admission by the Council insofar as they are not adherent to a national 

political party, a regional or local member of another party or group at the European Parliament. 

6. Non-profit associations who have paid a membership fee agreed by the Presidency are

members after admission by the Council. 

Members of the European Parl1ament adhering to the EDP who are not affiliatecl to a national 

member party of the EDP may form a non-profit association under the jurisdiction of a Member State of the 

European Union in order to adhere in accordance with Article 8. 

Members commit themselves to not take any action contrary to the social aims of the association, 

nor to do anything that might be prejudicial to the association's interests in any way. 

Article 8; Admission 

The parties, persons and associations established in accordance with Article 7 who wish to join the 

EDP and who meet the conditions set out in these statutes must present their candidacy to the Presidency. 
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The Presidency drafts a report on the elig1bility of the party or persan and n,akes recommendations 

to the Council which clel1berates on tl1e admission by rule of a two-thirds majority. 

Article 9: Death, Resignation, Exclusion 

The cleath of a member for a natural persan, or dissolution if a legal persan, will result in the 

automatIc loss of me111bersl1ip. 

Membership wIII also be terminated in tl1e event of a written resIgnatIon being presentecl to the 

Council. Membership will lihewise end if the Council clecicles to exclucle a member with a majority of two

thirds of the votes on the recornrnenclations of the Presiclency. 

Mernbers may be excluclecl from the party for one of the following reasons: 

when they do not respect the statutes of the EDP or the internai regulations; 

when they do not respect the clecisions macle uncler the authority of the EDP, in accorclance 

with these statutes; 

when they no longer meet the conditions of eligibility; 

when they act in a way that is cletrimental to the interests and values of the European 

Democratic Party. 

A natural or legal persan who has lost the status of member, or the heirs or beneficiaries of a 

cleceased member, as far as a physical persan is concerned, or of a dissolved member for a legal persan, 

have no right whatsoever to the association's assets. 

They cannot claim nor request statements, rendering of accounts, the affixing of seals or inventories. 

Article 10: Membership Fee 

Members are asked to pay a membership fee, the amounl of which is set by the Presidency. 

Article 11: The lnstitute of European Democrats 

The lnstitute of European Democrats (IED) is the political founclation at European level affiliatecl to 

the EDP. ln compliance with the goals and fundamental values pursued by the European Union, it supports 

ancl complements the objectives of the EDP. The IED has a separate legal personality of the EDP. 

Article 12: The Young Democrats for Europe 

The Young Democrats for Europe (YDE) are the young organization officially recognized by the EDP. 

They work closely to achieve the political goals of the EDP. The YDE appoint their autonomous bodies in 

accordance with their statutes. 
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TITLE Ill BODIES 

Article 13 

The bodies of the European Democratic Party are: 

the Council; 

- the Presidency

1. THE COUNCIL or General Assembly

Article 14: Composition 

The Council includes the following members: 

the clelegates of the member parties; 

tl1e individual members; 

tl1e delegates of affihated members; 

the delegates of observers; 

tl1e members of the Presidency. 

6 

The distribution of the delegates is determined by the Presidency with the aim of a fair 

representation of the EDP members. 

Article 15: Powers 

The Council has the most extensive powers to achieve the purpose of the association. 

Moreover, the Council has powers tl1at are specifically conferred on it by the present statutes. lt: 

is responsible for the global coherence of policies in order to put into place the polit1cal 

programme of the EDP; 

association. 

appoints and dismisses the members of the Presidency; 

decicles on the ru les of adhesion and on the status of observers; 

approves the membership and exclusion, on the report of the Presidency; 

aclopts and modifies internai regulations, on the proposai of the President(s); 

approves the budget and the annual accounts; 

approves the statutory amendments and may order the voluntary dissolution of the 

Article 16: Convocation and execution of meetings 

The Council is convened by the Presiclency at least two times per year or each time it is in the 

interests of the association to do so. 

An extraorclinary session of Council may be convened on the request of a simple majority of member 

parties of the EDP. 
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The clelegates of the membe1 parties, affil1ated members and ind1v1dual members l1ave one vote 

each. Councrl dec1s1ons and deliberatIons are valid when at least one-th1rd of the members are present. 

Dec1s1ons are taken w1th a simple maJorrty of the delegates present and part1c1pating In the vote, 

unless otherw,se specrfted by the statutes. 

When less than one-tl11rd of the delegates are present, the Counc1I may, with a simple majorrty of 

members present, convene a second meeting thal must Lake place al the earl1est two weelŒ lale1. The 

quorum Is not required for the clec1s1011s adopted at a second such meetmg. 

A Council member may be represented by another mernber of the Counc,I; however, the latter may 

not hold more tl1an one proxy at a tIme. 

The resolut1ons are recorcled 111 a regIster signed by the President of the Councll and one other 

member, and Is kept al the head office of the assocIatIon. 

Article 17: The Convention 

Before the European elect1ons, the Council meets in a Convention. This sets the main directions and 

polltIcal program of the EDP. 

The Convention adopts the election manifeste and designates the candidate for Pres1dency of tl1e 

European Commission. 

Il. THE PRESIDENCY 

Article 18: Composition 

The Presidency is composed of: 

The President(s) 

The Honorary Pres1dent(s) 

The Vice-Pres1dent(s) 

One representative per national delegat1011 represented by at least one mernber 111 the 

European Parliament 

The Treasurer 

The Secretary(ies) General 

The Oelegate General 

The Oeputy Secretary(1es) General 

Two representatives of the European Assemblies chosen by the Council. 

The members of the Presidency are elected by the Council for a term of two years, their mandate 

may be renewed. 

Article 19: Mission 

The association is a managed by a Presidency that meets each time it is in tl1e interests of the 

association to clo so. Il has the most extensive powers for the administration and the management of the 

association. 
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lt may make decisions and take action on ail matters necessary or useful for the real!sation of the 

aIms of the association, w1tl1 the exception of those powers under the exclusive Junsd1ction of the Counc1I. 

Il can In particular, and without the following being exhaustive: 

Lake ail measures necessary for the implementation of the political agenda of the EDP; 

malœ clecisions on all operations relating to the association's objectives; 

prepare and enter into all contracts, reach settlements, make compromise agreements, 

purchase, exchange or sell any moveable or f1xed asset, mortgage, borrow, take out leases of long clurat1on, 

accept bequests, subsidies, donations ancl transfers, relinquisl1 all real or other rights; 

receive and w1thdraw any sums ancl amounts deposited or not , open any accounts at 

financial institutions, carry out any transactions on the aforementioned accounts, specifically witl1drawal of 

funds by cheque, make bank clrafts or lransfers or other forms of payment, rent safe deposit boxes, pay any 

amounts owecl by the association. 

The Presiclency represents the association in all jucl1cial and extraJudicial acts. Represented by the 

President(s), it acts as plaintiff or defendant In ail judicial proceedings and decicles whether or not to use the 

right to appeal. 

For those actions whicl1 commit the association, other than those of day-to-day management, the 

Council is represented - barring special delegat1on - by the President(s), who does not need to justify 

his/her/their authority to a thircl party. 

The Presiclent(s) has the power to mal{e special clelegations. 

Presiclency members may be dismissed at any time by the Council with a majority of two-thirds of 

those members present or representecl. ln the case of clismissal, resignation or death of a member, the 

Council must be convenecl, where appropriate, to appoint a new member of the Presidency from the 

candidates nominatecl by member party(ies) or afflliated party(ies), to which the former member belonged. 

Article 20: The President 

One or more Presidents may be appointed. His/her/their mandate lasts two years, and is renewable. 

Without prejudice to the provisions of article 20 of the statutes, the Presiclent(s) 

represent(s) the party, bath internally ancl externally; 

preside(s) over the Council and the Presiclency. ln the event of other commitments, the 

President(s) delegate(s) this job to one of his/her/their Vice-Presiclents; 

may create any position necessary for the proper functioning of the association and 

delegate his/her/thei1· own powers in the framewod{ of his/her/their tasl{s without this delegation being 

general. 

Article 21: The Secretary General 

One or more Secretaries General may be appointecl. He/she/they will act on the instruction of the 

Presiclent(s). The mandate of the Secretary(ies) General is two years, renewable. 

He/she/they oversee(s) day-to-day operations and implement clecisions made by the bodies of the 

party. 
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The Secretary(1es) General: 

dratt(s) the agendas of the meetings of the party bodies, wl11ch are dec1ded by the 

Pres1dent(s); 

oversee(s) the meetings, their preparatIon and the drafüng of the minutes; 

dratt(s), at the begin11ing of eacl1 year, a repoI l of ail Lheir act1vIties and l1e/she/they 

prepare(s) the programme for the coming year; 

s1gn(s) the da1ly correspondence; 

may appoint. d1sm1ss or remove any official or employee of the association on the proposai 

of the Pres1dency; 

The Presidency may propose to the Council to nominate other members of the EDP or a third party to 

the posItIon of Vice-Secretary General. 

Article 22: The Delegate General 

A Delegate General may be appointed by the Councll on a proposai from the Presidency. 

He/she assists tl1e Secretary General in achieving the program goals of t11e EDP, coordinating 

themalic working groups or commIttees and the drafting of the program and Lhe polit1cal manifesta. 

Article 23: The Treasurer 

The Treasurer is responsible for the day-to-day management of the association with respect to the 

European Community and Member State standards as far as party funding Is concerned. 

Day-to-day management pertains to routine business, in particular: 

to have signed, in the name of the association, all contracts with the exception of those that 

involve property disposai or constitution of real property ngl1ts and tl1ose concerning loans; 

Lo accept and receive from the National Bank, the Belgian Treasury, from any public funds 

and administration, company or persan, all sums or amounts owed to the association, the principal, the 

Interest and incidental costs; for whatever reason, to w1thdraw any sums and amounts depos1ted or rece1ved, 

to formally acknowledge receIpt and give d1scl1arge in the name of the association; to pay the principal, the 

Interest and incidental costs of any amounts that the association owes; 

Lo open banl� or postal accounts in the name of the association; 

to sign, negotiate, endorse all types of payment, money orders, cheques, banl� drafts, 

promissory notes, money transfers and other essential documents, to accept and guarantee all banks drafts, 

to defer payment of outstanding drafts or bills; to introduce and accept any compensation; to accept and 

consent to ail acts of subrogation; 

on behalf of the association, to collect from the post office, from the customs office, from 

transportation and rail businesses or to receive at his/her residence, letters, boxes, packages, parcels, be it 

registered or not, and declared-value post; to take delivery of any deposits, to present bills of lading, 

consignment notes and other necessary documents, to sign all documents and discharges; 

to make ail the inventories of any assets and stock belonging to the association; 

to determine wages, deductions, salaries, bonuses of all officiais and employees of the 

association, or any other requirements relating to their recruitment and departure; 

administration; 

as part of his duties, to represent the association before any public or private 
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to confe, certain powers that he dec,des on and for how long to one or two delegates 

(prox,es) 1n ce, ta,n parties. The Treasure1 1s. ,n acld1t1on, authonsed to b1nd the association by h,s signature 111 

rnatters relat111g to da1ly adrn1n1strat1on. 

The accounting pertod ends the tl11rty-first of December of each year. 

The Treasurer prepares the budget, drafts the annual report covenng ail the princ,ple act1v1t1es, the 

expenses and tlle revenue of the assoc,at,on; 1t also establ1shes the annual accounts of the last financ,al 

year. 

The Pres1dent(s) propose(s) the budget at the end of each year. 

The Pres1dency may propose to the Counc1I to establ1sh a f111anc1al comrnittee to ass1st the Treasurer 

w1th 111s work. 
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TITLE IV CONTROL OF THE ASSOCIATION 

Article 24: Financial control 

If so required by law, a control of the finances of the association, of the an nuai accounts and of the 

accuracy of lhe 1nformat1on conta111ed 111 the annual accounts, Is entrusted to one or several aud1tors. 

The aud1tors are appo1nted by the Council from amongsl lhe members, be they natural persons or 

legal persons, of the Institut des réviseurs d'Entrepnse (lnst1tute of Cert1fied Aud1tors). The aud1tors are 

appo111ted for a penod of three years, renewable. The1r remuneratIon Is determIned al the tIme of the1r 

appointmenl and for the duration of their mandate. 

Article 25: Conflict of interests 

If a d1rector d1rectly or 1nd1rectly has a confllct111g financ1al or non-financ1al 111terest 111 a clec1s1on or 

operation to be decided by the Board of Directors, he must inform the other members of the Board before 

they del1berate. 

The d1rector w1th a conflicting 111terest may not partIcIpate 111 the Board's del1berat1ons on the 

transactions or decis1ons 111 question or vote on these issues. 

TITLEV DISSOLUTION AND LIQUIDATION 

Article 26 

The association may be d1ssolved voluntarily by a decision of Councll with a rnajority vote of four

fifths, in accordance with the provisions of law or by judicial decision. 

Article 27 

ln the case of voluntary dissolution, the General Assernbly will appoint one or several liquidators, 

determine their powers and fees and the procedures for the liquidation of the debts and realisation of assets. 

Article 28 

ln the case of voluntary or judicial dissolution, at any time or for whatever reason, the remaining net 

assets of the association, after payment of debts and liabilities, will be allocated to an initiative having the 

same aims and objectives as t11e present association, clecided unanimously by the members present in 

Counc1I. ln the absence of a unanimous decision by the General Assembly in this respect in the three months 

following the d1ssolut1on, this allocation wIII be carried out as far as possible, within the limits of the aIms and 

objectives as indicated above. 
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TITLEVI GENERAL PROVISION 

Article 29 

Anything 1101 covered in the present statutes is referred to in the internai regulat1ons or law. 

TITLE VII ÎRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 

Article 30 

The fiscal year beg1ns the first of January and ends the th1rty-flrst of December of each year. 

Except1onally, the first fiscal year begins th1s day and w1II end the th1rty-first of December, two 

thousand and four. 

Article 31 

lt Falls Lo the Pres1dents, hav1ng heard the legal representat1ves of the member parties, to dec1cle on 

the respective financ1al obligations of the different member parties. 

THIS ACT 

Drawn up and executed in Brussels, date as above, 

And hav1ng read 1n full and made comments, those present signed before me, the Notary. 

Annexes: 

List of members 

Logo 
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