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Conclusions from the first Jean Monnet Dialogue with the Sobranie, Ohrid, 18
May 2018

We the Leadership, coordinators and representatives of the parliamentary parties in the
Sobranie met in the format of the Jean Monnet Dialogue for peace and democracy, in Ohrid,
17 to 19 May 2018. We are determined and committed to promote and drive the EU
integration process. To this end we have agreed to carry out the necessary reforms,
including institutional reforms of the Sobranie, to ensure that the Assembly can efficiently
deliver on this path and thereby meet the expectations of all citizens. Fostering a spirit of
dialogue and compromise between our parties and strengthening the legislative and
oversight capacities of the Assembly are critical for the country’s membership of the EU.
Indeed, we are convinced that our dialogue provides a real opportunity to put the Sobranie not
only in the centre of building-consensus on legislation to support the EU Reform Agenda but
also to lead that reform agenda using all its important democratic legitimacy, scrutiny and
legislative powers. In order to maintain the momentum on such key reforms we agreed to
establish an implementation mechanism that would ensure the political consensus reached
was followed-up in the appropriate bodies of the Sobranie.

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

During the first Jean Monnet Dialogue we reached the following consensus on four key areas
of the work of the Sobranie:

1. Developing a Code of Ethics:

 We reached a consensus on the proposals discussed and agreed that the Code of
Ethics should be prepared for adoption in the Sobranie as soon as possible (see
agreed text annexed).

2. Rules of Procedure:

 We agreed on the importance of reviewing the Rules of Procedure in order to
strengthen the role of the Sobranie in leading the EU integration process and in
delivering results for the Macedonian people. As such, we agreed that a Working
Group on Reforms (elaborated below) would review the Rules of Procedure (including
by consolidating the various different existing proposals) and put forward proposals
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for amendments and timelines for adoption, including inter alia on the following
important issues:

 Rules on constitutive session

 Strengthening of accountability of Government through reform of Question Time rules
 Shortening procedures on interpellation

 New chapter on oversight hearings
 Revision of procedure for approval and supplement of state Budget
 New chapter on Parliament Calendar

 Rules on setting up of daily agenda in consultation of speaker and her/his deputies
 Defining the method on establishment, functioning and work of parliamentary party

groups
 Formal establishment of caucuses
 Clarifying rules on election of Secretary General and her/his deputies

 Defining procedures on EU flagged laws
 Revision of chapter on shortened procedure of enactment

 Timeline for enactment of laws in committees and plenary
 Issues related to immunity
 Procedures for infringement of rules

 Limiting number of deputy speakers
 Revision of rules for third reading of laws

 Drafting a new law on MPs
 Budgetary independence

 Security independence
 Independence of parliamentary administration

The Working Group on Reforms and Function of the Sobranie should complete the
review of these proposals and should produce within 4 weeks a consolidated proposal
on the implementation of these issues.

3. Implementation mechanism

 In order to ensure the smooth continuity between the political consensus agreed in the
Jean Monnet Dialogue format and the implementation inside the Sobranie, we agreed
to establish a follow-up mechanism in the form of a Working Group on Reforms
and Function of the Sobranie. We agreed that for the Working Group to be effective,
it should be composed of both representatives (one each) of the political parties taking
part in the dialogue as well as be assisted by staff members of the Assembly. Under
the authority of the Sobranie, the Working Group would prepare the implementation
of agreed conclusions or prepare topics to be discussed at future Jean Monnet
Dialogues.
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 In addition, we also welcomed the suggestion to strengthen administrative level
cooperation between the Sobranie and the European Parliament. Such co-operation
would focus on a strategic reflection on the added-value of support to the Assembly’s
administration including through exchange of best practises and technical expertise.

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

Finally, we agreed to deepen our dialogue on the implementation of the EU and institutional
reform agenda as well as wider topics of mutual interest to the Leadership, Coordinators and
representatives of the parliamentary parties in the Sobranie. We are committed to ensuring
our consensus is maintained in these key areas including by meeting regularly in the Jean
Monnet Dialogue format with the European Parliament.

Signed

H.E. Mr Talat XHAFERI, President of the Parliament

Ms Frosina TASHEVSKA-REMENSKI, Vice-President of the Parliament

Mr Goran MISOVSKI, Vice-President of the Parliament

Mr Vesel MEMEDI, Vice-President of the Parliament

Mr Dragan DANEV, MP VMRO-DPMNE

Mr Tomislav TUNTEV, MP, SDSM

Mr Ejup ALIMI, MP, DUI

Mr Afrim GASHI, MP, BESA

Mr Surija RASHIDI, MP, A4A

Ms Meral Uzeiri FERATI, MP, DPA
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