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Alemanno Alberto 
Alberto Alemanno is Jean Monnet Professor of EU Law at HEC Paris and Global Professor at 
New York University School of Law. He is also the founder and CEO of eLabEurope, a civic start-
up aimed at breeding a new generation of public interest professionals pursuing EU interests 
through several non-profit and educational initiatives aimed at improving our understanding 
of the European Union. As a Coursera instructor, he teaches a massive open online course 
(MOOC) aimed at empowering EU and non-citizens in Europe. He studied at Harvard University, 
College of Europe, and at the University of Turin.

@alemannoateu
www.albertoalemanno.eu 
www.eLabEurope.eu

Ampazi Eva 
Eva Ampazi is a member of the board of DIKTIO-NETWORK for REFORM in Greece and Europe, 
and a member of the European Citizen’s’ Initiative ‘Invest in Education’. She is an architect, with a 
Master’s degree in Business Administration, and since 2001 she has been developing a network 
of collaborators in studies and the construction of projects involving strategic development of 
cities and environmental design. 

http://en.todiktio.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/ToDiktio
https://twitter.com/todiktio
http://invest-in-education.eu/ 
 

Anz Christoph 
Dr Christoph Anz is responsible for Education Policy within Corporate HR department at BMW 
Group, Munich. He is engaged in quality assurance in higher education, both in Germany 
and in Europe, and is an employer representative of the European Quality Assurance Register 
Committee (EQAR). Dr. Anz holds a PhD in History, Political Sciences and Scandinavian Studies 
from the Max-Planck-Institute for History and the University of Göttingen.

http://www.bmwgroup.com/

Arnaez Inmaculada 
Inmaculada Arnaez, designated Frontex’s first Fundamental Rights Officer in September 2012, 
is a lawyer from Spain, with 16 years’ experience in fundamental rights, humanitarian law and 
international relations. She has worked to strengthen the protection of fundamental rights 
of returnees and internally displaced persons, reform the judiciary and facilitate access to 
justice for victims of conflict. Ms. Arnaez has held various posts in the UN Police Mission, UN 
Development Program and the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), 
the Office of the High Representative and the Registry for the Court and Prosecutors Office of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

www.frontex.europa.eu
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Ascasibar Pablo 
Pablo Ascasíbar Allona is a geodetic and cartographic engineer who coordinates the Department 
of Surveying and Mapping of Agresta S. Coop., a cooperative founded in 2000. Since 2010, 
he has also been Associate Professor of Topography at the School of Civil Engineering of the 
Technical University of Madrid (UPM). He also currently coordinates the Federation of Workers’ 
Cooperatives of Madrid (COOPERAMA).

www.agresta.org
http://www.lidarforestal.com/quienes-somos/

Barslund Mikkel
Mikkel Barslund is a Research Fellow at the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels, 
where he works on economic policy issues. He is and has been responsible for projects related 
to ageing societies, education, labour markets and – most recently – labour mobility. He was 
formerly a senior economist at the Danish Economic Council and holds a PhD in economics 
from the University of Copenhagen and an MSc from University College London.

@mBarslund
http://www.ceps.eu/author/mikkel-barslund

Basille Olivier 
Born in Belgium in 1971, and the holder of dual Belgian and French citizenship, Olivier Basille 
graduated in public relations and communication from the Ilya Prigogine Institute at Brussels 
Free University. In 1995, he founded the Belgian section of Reporters Without Borders (RWB), an 
international NGO that won the European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 
in 2005. He has been RWB’s permanent representative to the European Union institutions since 
1998 and is director-general of RWB Belgium. From 2004 till 2012, he was the Belgian bureau 
chief of the quarterly magazine Medias.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/olivier-basille/
https://en.rsf.org/belgium.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00f3dd2249/Sakharov-Prize-for-Freedom-of-Thought.html

Belfor Sergio 
Sergio Belfor is a 30- year-old youth and human rights activist with a broad international 
background. He is a member of the Advisory Council on Youth of the Council of Europe and in 
this capacity also a member of the follow up group of the No Hate Speech Campaign. Within 
this group he is tasked with the responsibility of planning and overseeing the management of 
the campaign at European level and supports the campaign CoE secretariat in increasing the 
visibility and involvement of actors at national level.
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Bélier Sandrine
Sandrine Bélier is a Member of the European Parliament where she sits on the Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety Committee, the Constitutional Affairs Committee and the 
Petitions Committee. She belongs to the Greens/EFA group. Prior to 2009 she was federal 
director of France Nature Environment and from 2001-2008 she had been the regional director 
of environmental NGO Alsace Nature. Sandrine is specialized in the fields of biodiversity, civil 
rights in the digital age and democracy. She holds a Master’s degree in environmental law from 
the University of Strasbourg.

@sandrinebelier
http://sandrinebelier.wordpress.com/

Bengtsson Rebecca
Rebecca Bengtsson is a journalist focusing on human rights and international relations. With a 
particular interest in the use of new media and ICT for civic engagement, she has experience 
reporting from Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. She is currently working at Malmö 
University, Sweden, where she is lecturing in new media, ICT and development.

http://www.mah.se/english

Béres Attila 
Attila Béres was born in Hungary in 1982. As part of his architectural studies at the Budapest 
University of Technology and Economics, he went on Erasmus near the arctic circle in Oulu, 
Finland in 2004. In 2008, Béres founded his own office. As a freelance architect, he has taken 
part in more than 60 projects on 4 continents with Saunders Arkitektur in Bergen. Béres 
Architects’s first independent project, Hideg house, was awarded with honorary mention in 
the 2013 Piranesi Awards in Piran, Slovenia.

www.beresattila.hu

Bères Pervenche 
Pervenche Berès has been a Member of the European Parliament since 1994. She graduated 
from the Paris Institute of Political Science (Sciences Po) in 1978. Afterwards, she held various 
positions as administrator at the French National Assembly in the field of European and 
foreign policy, including a position as adviser to the Assembly’s President. She was Secretary 
and member of the board of the Socialist Party. From 2001 to 2008, she was a member of the 
municipal council of Sèvres. She is currently Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs. 

@PervencheBeres
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/de/1985/Pervenche%20BERÈS_home.html 
http://www.pervencheberes.fr/
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Bespyatova Dasha
After graduating in European Law from the University Bordeaux-Montesquieu IV, she started 
an internship in a small consultancy in Brussels where she realized that labour rights of interns 
are often not respected. For that reason she has joined InternsGoPro.

http://internsgopro.com/
@InternsGoPro

Bjorstad Sigve Soldal 
Sigve Soldal Bjorstad comes from the Directorate-General for Education and Culture in the 
European Commission. Bjorstad focuses on vocational education and training policies and in 
particular the European Alliance for Apprenticeships. This is a multi-stakeholder initiative to 
boost the quality, supply and image of apprenticeships in Europe, because quality in-company 
training facilitates young people’s transition from education and training into jobs. 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/vocational-policy/alliance_en.htm

Boes Marc 
Marc Boes started as a social worker in 1982. In 1992 he began to work in the field of youth 
information by working for JONG (CEO since 1994). In 1999 he founded the national structure 
for youth information in The Netherlands. Since 1995 he has been a Board member of several 
Dutch Foundations working in the area of Welfare and Media. He was the president of ERYICA 
from 2006 until 2013. He is the managing director of POYWE (Professional Open Youth Work 
in Europe).

http://poywe.org/  

Boyer Frédéric 
In 2012, Frédéric Boyer became the Artistic Director of the Tribeca Film Festival in New York. He 
had previously served as Artistic Director and Head of Programming for the Directors’ Fortnight 
since 2009. From 2004 to 2008, he was head of its Film Selection Committee. He is the Artistic 
Director of Les Arcs European Film Festival, which is held at Les Arcs ski resort in the Alps. Before 
joining the Directors’ Fortnight, he set up and managed Videosphere, a renowned video store 
in Paris, with a library of some 60 000 titles, including a wide range of arthouse films.

http://tribecafilm.com/
http://2013.lesarcs-filmfest.com/home/
http://www.videosphere.fr/
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Caudron Jean-Marc 
Jean-Marc Caudron is Urgent Appeal Coordinator at achACT, a Belgian platform of trade 
unions, consumers’ organisations and NGOs, which is a member of the Clean Clothes Campaign 
network (CCC). The CCC is dedicated to improving working conditions and supporting the 
empowerment of workers in the global garment and sportswear industries. The CCC relies on 
organisations and unions in garment-producing countries to identify issues and to develop 
strategies to support workers in achieving their goals, such as their right to earn a living wage.

www.achACT.be

Cervera Navas Leonardo 
Leonardo Cervera Navas is the head of Human Resources at the European Data Protection 
Supervisor (EDPS) and is also a data protection specialist. Prior to joining the EDPS, Leonardo 
was a practising lawyer in Spain before moving to Brussels to work as an administrator in 
the European Commission. Following his fellowship in 2007-2008 at Duke University (North 
Carolina, United States), he wrote a book about the risks and opportunities for young people 
on the internet entitled “What your kids are up to online”. 

www.edps.europa.eu

Charléty Véronique 
Véronique Charléty is in charge of international cooperation activities at the Department of 
European Affairs of the ENA (French École Nationale d’Administration). She is also associate 
editor of the online magazine “The connected journal of EU professionals”. She is a historian 
by training and has a doctorate in political science from the University of Paris I (Panthéon-
Sorbonne). She spent five years in Berlin as a researcher at the Centre Marc Bloch - Franco-
German Centre for Research in Social Sciences. She continued her research in the United States 
(Brown University) and Florence (European University Institute). 

www.etudes-europeennes.eu
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Chatterjee Kumardev 
Kumardev has experience in setting up, managing and running, both a for-profit company 
and non-profit organisations and groups as well as experience in management of ICT related 
strategy, innovation, programmes and architectures. Kumardev has 10+ years of international 
experience (EU, US, UK, China and India), in public, private and non-profit sectors. Kumarsdev 
has been engaged in both the entrepreneurial world and the ICT industry from the age of 
19 when he started his first for-profit company as well as his career in the ICT industry as the 
youngest team member at Adobe during his Bachelors in Computer Science studies.
He is currently the Founder and President of the EYIF and a Programme Manager for European 
Research and Innovation and Senior Enterprise Architect at Thales. In addition, Kumardev is a 
recognised European Commission appointed independent expert for ICT within Framework 
Programme seven. At EYIF, as President, Kumardev leads the management of strategy, direction, 
objectives and performance. He is responsible for the management of EYIF’s key stakeholder 
relationships with the European Commission, U.S. State Department, World Economic Forum, 
European Investment Fund, OECD, major international corporations and other strategic 
partners. In addition, he represents EYIF on various expert groups and stakeholder committees.
Kumardev holds a MSc. in Computer Science, specialised in Data Communications, Networks 
and Distributed Systems (DCNDS) from University College London (UCL) where he studied as a 
British Chevening Science Scholar.

@kumardevc
http://www.linkedin.com/in/kumardev
www.eyif.eu

Chebbo Maher 
Maher is with SAP for 17 years. As the VP Maher is heading the EMEA Energy & Natural Resources 
regional & local country teams, in terms of business planning, business development and sales 
representing 500 Million € revenues. He also has 3 years of experience in Corporate Venturing 
at SAP and overall 24 years of Senior experience in Business, IT, Operations and Industries. 
Maher also holds these positions:  Advisory Board member of S. Fuels, Advisory Council 
Member of ETP SmartGrids and “Demand” Group Chairman , Governing Board member of 
REEEP (Renewable Energy), Board of Directors Member of ARMINES (Ecoles des Mines de Paris).

@SAP
www.sap.com
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Clark Stephen 
Since 2012 Stephen has been leading the directorate for Relations with the Citizens in DG 
Communication at the European Parliament. He has been involved in parliamentary committees 
and was formerly Advisor to the Secretary-General before moving into communications in 
2008 as Head of Web Communications. Now he is responsible for communicating European 
Parliament’s activities to citizens through various events and information campaigns (e.g. 
Sakharov, Lux prize campaign) as well as through its visitors’ programme, “Parlamentarium” 
(the European Parliament’s visitors centre), the future House of European History and the visits 
of the hemicycle. He is currently coordinating the Parliament’s communications campaign on 
the 2014 European elections.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting/en/visits/historyhouse.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00d7a6c2b2/Secretariat.html?tab=eParliament_secretariat_dgcomm

Clifford Ian 
Ian established http://YouRock.Jobs to support youth employability across Europe. It enables 
young people to build an online employability profile and identify the skills they may not realise 
they already have. Ian was a founder of Telecentre-Europe, the network of 30 000 community 
ICT centres across Europe. Prior to this, Ian was Head of Business Development for the network 
of 4 000 UK online centres. In 1996 Ian founded COSMIC, an NGO employing young people to 
provide ICT training and website design for local businesses. 

@ian_cli 
http://about.me/ian_clifford
http://YouRock.Jobs

Corbett Richard 
Richard was first elected as an MEP in 1996. He was Deputy Leader of the Labour MEPs 
and Socialist Group spokesperson on EU reform. He was Parliament’s rapporteur on the 
Constitutional Treaty and on the Lisbon Treaty. Previously, Richard was one of the founders of 
the European Youth Forum. He later worked as a civil servant and as advisor to Altiero Spinelli, 
after having gained a PhD at Hull University and a BA at Oxford University. From 2010 to early 
2014, he was political advisor to Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council. 

@RichardC2014
www.richardcorbett.org.uk 

Dabkowski Jan 
Coordinator of No Hate Speech Movement Campaign in Poland, board member of Young 
Journalists’ Association ‘Polis’, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, youth trainer of media 
education, interculturalism, human rights and nondiscrimination.
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Debiais-Sainton Vanessa 
Vanessa is Head of Sector responsible for overseeing the implementation of Higher Education 
activities under the Erasmus+ programme. In previous posts in the European Commission, 
Vanessa has worked for the Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions in DG Research and Innovation.  
Before moving to the European Commission in 2006, Vanessa spent eight years working for 
several petroleum and chemical companies. She studied Chemical Engineering in France 
(Institut National Polytechnique de Lorraine and Institut Français du Pétrole) and in Canada 
(McGill University).

http://ec.europa.eu/education/opportunities/index_en.htm

Demonpion Denis
Denis started at Paris-Match as a theatre columnist before moving to the Agence France-Presse, 
where he held various posts in Paris and abroad. After becoming head of general news at 
Libération, he joined the political staff at Point and the Nouvel Observateur in 2011 as editor-
in-chief of the Notre Époque department. He is the author of Arletty, and Houellebecq, enquête 
sur un phénomène, une biographie non autorisée. With Laurent Léger he has also written: 
Cécilia, la face cachée de l’ex-première dame, Tapie-Sarkozy, (about the arbitration procedure 
involving Crédit Lyonnais), and Le dernier tabou, révélations sur la santé des présidents.

www.lepoint.fr

Deresh Lyubko 
Lyubko Deresh is an Ukrainian writer born in Lviv in 1984. His debut novel, Kult (Cult), appeared 
at the age of 17. He researches spiritual traditions of the world, is a member of the World League 
«Mind Free of Drugs», a member of the jury of the National Grant Competition «Intellectual 
Capital of Ukraine”. Deresh is the author of nine books of prose. Translations of works by Lyubko 
Deresh were published in Poland, Germany, France and Italy.

de Somer Lionel
Lionel has an extensive background and interest in international entrepreneurial endeavours 
for over 9 years in different fields, countries and continents.  After spending a year in Asia 
working for an NGO, he co-founded EASAPP which aims to improve the relationships between 
European insurance companies and their clients especially in the case of car accidents.

http://eas-app.eu/
@EASAPP

Diallo Thierno
Thierno Diallo, born in 1994 in Conakry is of Guinean nationality. He arrived alone, before his 
16th birthday, on the French territory in January 2010. Now he is at final stage to become a 
bachelor in Design Production at Gutenberg High School in Illkirch, France.
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Droutsas Dimtrios 
Dimitrios Droutsas MEP is vice-president of the Industry committee (ITRE) and a member of 
the Civil rights committee (LIBE) in the European Parliament. He was the MEP responsible for 
the ‘Directive on the processing of personal data for the purposes of crime prevention’, which 
was adopted by Parliament’s plenary in March 2014. Before becoming an MEP in 2011 he was 
Greek Foreign Minister (2010-2011). Mr Droutsas started his career as an assistant professor of 
law at Vienna University.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/107977/Dimitrios%20DROUTSAS_home.html

Dotsenko Igor
Igor Dotsenko was born in 1979 in the Ukraine. His master project on manipulating single 
atoms by laser light has been realised at the Institute of Applied Physics. He has then continued 
his PhD project developing single-atom control technics with laser trapping and cooling 
methods. He has received his doctorate from the University of Bonn in 2007 after successful 
realisation of the deterministic preparation and coupling of single atoms to trapped light. In 
the same year he has joined a research team of Serge Haroche at the Laboratory of Kastler 
and Brossel in Paris as a postdoc. Since then, his research mostly takes place at Ecole Normale 
Supérieure and Collège de France, where he works in a team with senior co-workers, postdocs, 
and graduate students. He has occupied a postdoctoral position at C.N.R.S. and a position of 
Maitre de Conférences associe at Collège de France. Now he is an assistant researcher and a 
deputy technical director of the Institute of Physics of Collège de France. He is a co-author of 
34 publications in peer-reviewed scientifical journals 

Duch Guillot Jaume 
Jaume Duch Gulliot is the official spokesperson of the European Parliament. He is also Director 
of the Media Directorate within the Directorate-General for Communication, which includes 
the Press Service, the Web Communication Unit, the Audiovisual Service and Parliament’s web 
TV. Before becoming spokesperson and Director, Duch Guillot was head of the Press Room Unit 
(1999–2006) and Press Adviser for the private office of the former President of the European 
Parliament José María Gil-Robles (1997 – 1999). He started his career as an official in the 
European Parliament Secretariat in 1990.

@jduch

Duguin Stéphane 
Stéphane Duguin was a law enforcement officer for 20 years. He worked for 11 years within the 
judicial police, 4 years in the French Embassy in The Hague and 5 years in Europol. After leading 
the implementation team to set up the European Cybercrime Centre (EC3) within Europol, he 
became the EC3 Chief of Staff. Among his tasks as Chief of Staff is supervision of the Centre’s 
resources, deliveries, budget and performance.

https://www.europol.europa.eu/ec3
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Eckert Alexander 
Alexander Eckert is a police officer of the Police of Lower Saxony in Germany. Since receiving 
his bachelor’s degree from the police academy in 2011, he has been working as a cybercrime 
investigator. His main fields of work are social engineering, internet fraud and the compromise 
of user data. Alexander is currently also studying Digital Forensics at the Albstadt-Sigmaringen 
University and is due to obtain his Master’s Degree in 2015. 

Emerson Michael
British (1940), since 1998 is Associate Senior Research Fellow at CEPS, working on European 
foreign, security and neighbourhood policies. A graduate of Balliol College, Oxford. Career: 
OECD, Paris, 1966-1973; European Commission, 1973-1996, including positions of Economic 
Adviser to the President (Roy Jenkins), and of EU ambassador to Moscow (1991-1996); Senior 
Research Fellow at the London School of Economics, 1996-1998. Numerous publications on EU 
integration, EU foreign and security policies. 

http://www.ceps.eu/member/michael-emerson

Fleming Paul
Paul Fleming is Professor of Energy Management and Director of Sustainable Development at 
De Montfort University, Leicester, UK. His research, teaching and public engagement activities 
focuses on the challenge of achieving deep cuts in greenhouse gas emissions at the local to 
regional level. He works with young people, as peer educators, in both formal (design and 
operation of sustainable schools) and informal (reducing carbon emissions at music festivals) 
settings, to address sustainable development.

www.iesd.dmu.ac.uk
www.faceyourelephant.org

Földi Laszlo 
Laszlo Földi is working as freelance trainer and consultant in the field of youth work, Human 
Rights education, online campaigning, employment and social integration, and Education 
through Sport. He worked as the director of the Hungarian National Agency of the youth 
programmes of the European Commission between 1998 and 2010.  He was the author of one 
of the initial studies that prepared the No Hate Speech Movement of the Council of Europe 
and in 2012-13 he was employed by the Youth Department to prepare the campaign. Since the 
launch of the campaign in March 2013 he has been working as online community manager of 
the No Hate Speech Movement.
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Galan Palomares Fernando 
Fernando Miguel Galán Palomares (Segovia, Spain) is a medical student at the University of 
Cantabria (Santander). Since he began his university education, he has been involved in student 
representation at various levels. Currently, he is Vice-Chairperson of the European Students’ 
Union (ESU), leading the cluster on Quality of Higher Education and the ESU’s task force on 
eLearning. As an ESU representative, Galan Palomares has participated in several meetings of 
the Bologna Follow-Up Group and EU advisory groups. 

@fernandomgalan; @ESUtwt
www.fernandomgalan.es 
www.esu-online.org

Galanakis Andreas 
Andreas joined AmCham EU in April 2010 as Policy Director. He manages the policy team and 
provides strategic direction and guidance to AmCham EU committees. He is also responsible for 
the implementation of advocacy strategies and stakeholder outreach efforts on EU policy and 
cross-cutting themes. Prior to joining AmCham EU, Andreas served as Head of the Economic 
Policy Unit at the Permanent Representation of Greece to the European Union. Andreas has 
also been an official at the World Bank, serving as Counselor for European Affairs at the Brussels 
office and as Operations Analyst in the office of the Country Director for Southern Africa. 

http://www.amcham.ie/

Garside Ben 
Ben Garside is a senior correspondent at Reuters news agency. Based in London, he has followed 
the developments of EU climate and energy policy for six years, in particular the EU’s Emissions 
Trading System, the world’s biggest carbon market. He has also covered U.N. negotiations to 
implement agreements to tackle climate change at global level.

http://www.reuters.com/

Gessant Pauline 
President of the Young European Federalists (JEF-Europe). She studied political sciences and 
has a Master’s degree in European projects at local level. Since 2003, she has been involved 
in the work of JEF at all levels of the organisation as President of a local section in Nantes and 
President and International Officer of JEF-France, including at European level. She was also 
editor-in-chief of Thenewfederalist.eu for one year and Secretary-General of the European 
Movement-France from 2009 to 2010. She is a member of the board of European Movement 
International and European Movement-France, as well as an ex-officio member of the UEF 
(Union of European Federalists) Bureau. Pauline is also in charge of European cooperation for a 
local authority in the north of France.

@paulinegessant 
http://www.jef.eu/
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Ginocchio Romain 
Romain Ginocchio, also known as ‘Wister’ in the machine dance community, has been involved 
in machine dance for 10 years. It was a game at the beginning, but quickly grew into a passion 
and became his main sporting activity. He attended regional events first, then national events, 
and eventually became Champion of France in 2010, 2012 and 2013, and won the European 
Championships hosted by Positive Gaming in 2013. He has also organised several tournaments 
and events at local, national and international levels, through various French associations. As 
a professional athlete would do, he has competed in many events around Europe, shared his 
experience with newcomers and made great friends among the community.

@bobwister

   
Gobiņš Andris 
President of the European Movement – Latvia, Member of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC), Freelance Trainer. More than 10 years chairman of one of the leading NGOs 
in political sphere in Latvia. Key role in creating and improving cooperation mechanisms 
between Civil society organisations and both Government and Parliament in Latvia. Bureau 
member of Group III (Various Interests) of the EESC. Andris Gobiņš has studied Education in 
Germany. 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu

Godding Claire 
After a Corporate Banker experience of 12 years, and an HR experience of 10, Claire Godding 
has initiated Diversity in BNP Paribas Fortis, a 16000 employees Bank in Belgium. In 4 years 
time, interesting results achieved, essentially by linking employee diversity to clients diversity.

Godfrey Adrian
Adrian Godfrey joined GSMA in June 2013 to head the mEducation team, part of GSMA’s 
connected living programme. His team focuses on mobile’s role in education, skills development 
and employment and on creating a shared value proposition for Mobile Network Operators, 
education systems, consumers and ecosystem partners. 
Adrian’s previous role at Cisco Systems was as a Director of Cisco’s Internet Business Solutions 
Group (IBSG), consulting on public sector reform at the intersection of technology and 
processes, with a personal focus on Education and Skills development. 
Adrian earned an Engineering Diploma from Coventry Polytechnic and holds a post-graduate 
certificate in multi-sector partnership from Cambridge University. 
He represented Cisco at the UN Global Alliance for ICT for Development (UN-GAID) sits on 
several advisory boards, including the Digital Opportunity Trust www.dotrust.org and served 
on a UK Government Independent inquiry into the use of web 2.0 technologies in higher 
Education.

http://www.un-gaid.org/
http://www.dotrust.org/
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/generalpublications/2009/heweb2.asp
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Gökdemir Nazan
Nazan Gökdemir is a German journalist and television presenter. She studied “European Media 
Culture” in Weimar and Lyon and did several internships in the field of Journalism. In 2008 
she started to work for ZDF as an editorial trainee and then got employed for several news 
formats, mainly for the weekday magazine “drehscheibe Deutschland”. In January 2012, Nazan 
Gökdemir switched to the German-French TV channel ARTE where she now moderates the 
daily news show ARTE Journal. Since July 2013 she also works as a moderator and reporter for 
the ZDF show “Forum am Freitag”.

http://www.zdf.de/ZDFmediathek#/kanaluebersicht/538/sendung/Forum-am-Freitag
http://www.arte.tv/fr/ARTE-Journal/103288.html

Gola Bettina
Adviser at EUROCHAMBRES, the Association of European Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
since 2013, Bettine Gola works on issues related to education and training. After having 
majored in European politics from the Universities of Frankfurt Oder and Strasbourg, she 
started her career in Brussels as a trainee at the European Commission and an adviser at the 
regional representation of Alsace Region towards the European institutions.

www.eurochambres.eu

Gourani Soulaima 
At the age of twenty-eight, Soulaima Gourani received recognition as one of Denmark’s 
brightest businesswomen with the prestigious Rising Star award and the Talent 2004 award. 
Since then, she has gained management experience from companies such as Hewlett-Packard 
and A.P. Moller-Maersk. Today, she exploits her vast knowledge and experience as an adviser 
and speaker for some of Denmark’s most innovative companies. Soulaima is listed as one of the 
top 100 talents in Europe to keep an eye on by the French magazine Courrier International, and 
in March 2012 she was selected as one of the 192 management leaders in 2012-2017 by the 
World Economic Forum. She has been selected as a ’40 under 40’ European Young Leader 2014 
by EuropaNova og Friends of Europe 

www.soulaimagourani.dk
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Graziano Tony
Tony Graziano is Huawei’ s VP Public affairs and Communication , Brussels office. Tony joined  
Huawei  from Digitaleurope  (the organisation representing the ICT industry in Brussels)  where 
he was  Director of Public Affairs with specific focus on Technical and Environment policy/
regulation.  Tony joined DIGITALEUROPE in 2001 from EACEM (the former European Association 
of the Consumer Electronic Manufacturer) where he was Technical Officer, charged specifically 
to organise, co-ordinate and administer EACEM’s Technical Committee liaisons with the 
standardisation institutes and EU legislators, as well as provide expert information and advice 
on regulatory issues. Before joining EACEM in 1998, he spent nine years at Matsushita Electric 
(Panasonic) Television Division, where he held senior European and international positions. 
Prior to that, he was a project engineer with AB Electronics Newport, Wales, working on 
communication and IT products. He began his career as a graduate Engineer for AB Electronics. 
Tony holds a B.Sc. Honours in Electrical Electronic Engineering and a Master’s certificate in 
Business administration from the University College of Cardiff , UK.

@HuaweiEU
http://www.huawei.eu/ 

Griesbeck Nathalie
Nathalie Griesbeck has been an MEP since 2004. She was elected in the Grand Est district which 
includes Alsace, Burgundy, Champagne-Ardenne, Franche-Comté and Lorraine. She is Vice-
President of the Democratic Movement (Modem) and a member of the Parliamentary Group of 
the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe. In the Parliament, she sits on the Committee 
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and the Transport Committee. She is from Lorraine 
and has been involved in local politics in Metz and in Moselle since 1983. She is vice president 
of the General Council of Moselle. She is also a reservist colonel in the French Air Force.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28208/NATHALIE_GRIESBECK_home.html
@Nat_GRIESBECK

Guhl Fabian
Fabian Guhl is MD-designate of FounderBus Africa. He studied Media and Communications and 
International Business in Berlin, London and Paris. He worked in communications strategies 
at the United Nations in NYC and in the African Development Bank in Tunis and Abidjan. He 
was one of the first employees of DailyDeal, Europe’s largest Groupon competitor, which got 
acquired by Google. Fabian also worked for a leading ICT investor and co-founded several 
startups and companies. He is Director Germany at the European Young Innovators Forum.

@fabianguhl 
http://africa.startupbus.com/
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Hambach Eva
Eva Hambach (born 1963) is director of the “Vlaams Steunpunt Vrijwilligerswerk”, the Flemish 
region volunteer support centre in Belgium, and President of the Belgian High Council for 
Volunteering as well as President of the European Volunteer Centre since 2009. She holds a 
Master degree in Political Sciences and International Policy. Eva has published various pieces 
on volunteering including manuals on the Belgian law on volunteering and on volunteer 
management.

http://www.vrijwilligersweb.be/
http://www.cev.be/

Herczog Edit
After studying, Edit Herczog started working at the University of Horticulture. From 1994 
till 2004, she was a representative for National Starch and Chemical, which belonged to the 
Unilever Group until 1997.
From 1998 to 2004, she was a member of the Hungarian National Assembly for the Hungarian 
Socialist Party.
She was elected as an MEP in 2004, where she has worked on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection committee, the Industry, Research and Energy committee, the Budgets committee, 
and the Budgetary Control committee.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28155/EDIT_HERCZOG_home.html

Høie Ole Petter 
Ole Petter Hoie is founder and director of Positive Gaming (2001). He was the main initiator to 
make “machine dance” the first official sport in the world based on a computer game, and has 
been the main organizer of 6 European and 2 World Championships in machine dance. Under 
his lead, Positive Gaming has developed the concept, software and hardware for iDANCE, 
a game that allows up to 32 players to dance simultaneously on wireless dance mats, in an 
environment provided by the computer. iDANCE is used in schools, leisure centers, fitness 
centers, YMCA’s, U.S. Army camps, center parks, U.S. Park districts and other facilities and has 
been sold in more than 25 countries. Before his work for Positive Gaming, Ole Petter Hoie 
founded several companies in the field of health food and natural skin care. 

http://www.positivegaming.com/

Hullmann Klaus 
Klaus Hullmann works at the communication department of the Committee of the Regions. 
He is responsible for conferences and group visits organised on the Committee’s premises in 
Brussels.

www.cor.europa.eu
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Ibarra Ricardo
Since 2010, Ricardo Ibarra has been President of the Spanish Youth Council (CJE), a platform 
for all the youth organisations in Spain. Youth employment is the main priority of the CJE, and 
Ricardo Ibarra has been advocating and working with various institutions such as the OECD, 
the ILO, the EP, the EC, the CoE , the UN, etc. Having graduated with a degree in computer 
engineering, specialising in web design, he worked for various consulting companies of 
different scales, including international, before moving to his current position at the Spanish 
Youth Council.

@ricardoibarra84 
www.facebook.com/Ricardo.ibarra.roca
www.ricardoibarra84.tumblr.com

Itschert Patrick
Patrick Itschert was elected Deputy General Secretary of the European Trade Union 
Confederation (ETUC) in 2011. From 1991 to 2011 he served as General Secretary of the 
European Trade Union Federation: Textiles, Clothing and Leather. He was born in Belgium in 
1953 and studied Humanitarian Studies at Sint-Jozefs College in Aalst and obtained a Diploma 
in Economics from the Université Libre de Bruxelles.

http://www.etuc.org

Jahr Peter 
Peter Jahr, since 2009 Member of the European Parliament has initially been Member of the 
regional parliament of Saxony and later of the German Bundestag. He is a politician with special 
expertise in agriculture and a part-time farmer himself. As a Member of the Committee on 
Agriculture and the Committee on Petitions he is committed to support people in rural areas 
and to take a stand for the citizens in Europe. Within the Committee on Petitions, Members 
examine possible violations of citizens’ rights and are therefore a valuable link between 
petitioners and EU-institutions.

www.peter-jahr.de

Janton Camille
Camille Janton is Commercial Director of Strasbourg Mobility. The Urban Community of 
Strasbourg has developed a practical, ecological and economical means of travel: Vélhop, the 
bike sharing service, offering solutions for short or long-term, occasional or regular rental, 
personalised advice in boutiques or the automatic stations for autonomy all round the clock.

http://www.velhop.strasbourg.eu
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Johnson Nicole
Nicole and her team oversee VSO’s International Citizen Service programme across 13 countries, 
supporting the design of youth volunteering projects and working with regional teams to 
identify new opportunities to involve young people as actors in development.  Nicole started 
in youth work 15 years ago in New York and since then has led several youth programmes 
across London and also worked as Head of Student Participation at King’s College London.  
Nicole has an MA in Youth Identity Studies.

http://www.vso.org.uk/volunteer/opportunities/vso-ics-for-18-25-year-olds

Karas Othmar 
Othmar Karas has been a member of the European Parliament since 1999. He had started his 
political career already as a student when he chaired the Austrian Federal Union of Students 
from 1976 to 1979. He then became an advisor to the Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP) and 
held various positions in the party, including secretary-general from 1995 to 1999. From 
1983 to 1990, Othmar Karas had been member of the Autrian Parliament. He had also been 
vice-president and treasurer of the EPP Group. Since 2012 he has been vice-president of the 
European Parliament.

@othmar_karas 
http://www.othmar-karas.at

Keen Ellie 
Ellie Keen is an activist and educator in human rights. She has authored numerous publications 
and worked as a trainer with different groups across Europe. At home in the UK she works with 
local campaigning groups both online and offline.

Keller Ska 
Ska Keller was elected as a member of the European Parliament in 2009 at the age of 27 and 
belongs to the Greens/EFA Group. She is a member of the Committee on International Trade 
(INTA) and the Committee on Civil Liberties (LIBE). Within the trade committee Ska focuses on 
aspects of EU trade relations affecting development issues. As member of the Committee for 
Internal Affairs Ska aims to strengthen the rights of refugees and migrants, as well as working 
for an EU asylum policy which assures respect and dignity towards every human being despite 
of their nationality. Ska Keller is a member of the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Turkey and 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Mexico.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96734/FRANZISKA_KELLER_home.html
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Koroteev Kirill 
Kirill Koroteev is Memorial’s lawyer working for the Programme dealing with applications to the 
European Court of human rights. 
Created in 1988, Memorial is a Russian NGO promoting the truth about the political repression 
of the Soviet Union and leading the challenge against current human rights abuses in post-
Soviet states in order to ensure their democratic future. By awarding the Sakharov Prize to 
Memorial, in 2009, the European Parliament strives to honour all the individuals who dare, even 
in the most dangerous circumstance, speak out for freedom of association, information and 
expression in Russia.

http://www.memo.ru/eng/

Kumljanc Jure 
Jure Kumljanc, Erasmus Student Ambassador for Slovenia, is now a successful entrepreneur in 
the area of digital PR and marketing activities. After finishing his bachelor’s degree in Portorož 
(SI) and Birmingham (UK), he began working in the marketing department of the largest hotel 
chain in Slovenia, LifeClass Hotels & Spa for six years.  He is currently concluding a master degree. 
He began to discover the field of entrepreneurship in Slovenia during the most economically 
challenging times (2012).

http://www.emuni.si/en/ 
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/index.aspx

Labuske Eric 
Eric Labuske studied tourism and works in the online tourism sector. He participates actively in 
social movements, such as Juventuro sin Futuro, denouncing the precarious situation of young 
people and trying to find alternatives, and Marea Granate, helping to create an international 
network of Spanish migrants and give them the possibility to meet, share their experiences 
and discuss politics. He believes in self-employment and cooperative and ecological types of 
economic activities as ways to face the crisis in southern European countries.

@ericlabuske

Lahousse-Juárez Juana 
Juana Lahousse-Juárez has been Director-General for Communication at the European 
Parliament since 2010. Having studied French, English and history at the Higher Institute for 
Translators and Interpreters (ISTI), she joined the European Parliament as head of the Spanish 
interpreting division in 1986. Since then she has held various positions in the Parliament’s 
Secretariat-General, including Director of Infrastructure and Internal Services and Director-
General for Translation.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00d7a6c2b2/Secretariat.html?tab=eParliament_secretariat_dgcomm
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Lanfranco Pari Joan Manuel
Joan Manuel LANFRANCO PARI is Policy and Communications Manager at VoteWatch Europe, 
an independent organisation set up to promote better debates and greater transparency 
in EU decision-making. He is also a researcher on VoteWatch’s special projects aimed at 
raising awareness of, and interest in, the 2014 European Parliament elections (MyVote2014.
eu, Electio2014.eu and PollWatch2014.eu). He has work experience at the European 
Parliament, at pan-European NGOs, and in an EU public affairs consultancy. He specialises 
in EU politics, participatory democracy, transparency, campaigning, social media and 
communications. 

@jmlanfranco 
http://www.votewatch.eu/ 

La Porta Domenico 
Domenico La Porta is involved in many different sectors. As an industry journalist, he is Editor 
in Chief of the EU co-financed press platform CINEUROPA.ORG, updated daily in 4 languages. 
As a film critic, he co-hosts CINE STATION, a movie talk show on Belgium’s national TV channel 
RTBF, and with his own company, KWEB, Domenico is a transmedia architect, author, producer 
and panellist who has shaped multi-platform story worlds around movies such as ‘Ernest & 
Celestine’, ‘The Suicide Shop’ and more.

http://www.cineuropa.org/

Lehn Jean-Marie 
Jean-Marie Lehn has been a professor of Chemistry at the Collège de France since 1979. For 
his research on the field on supramolecular chemistry he was awarded the Nobel Prize of 
Chemistry together with Donald Cram and Charles Pedersen in 1987. He held chairs at the 
University of Strasbourg and is honorary doctor at 21 universities around the globe. During 
his career, Jean-Marie Lehn was given numerous prestigious awards in science, such as the 
Paracelsus Prize in 1982 and the Humboldt Prize in 1983.

http://www.college-de-france.fr/site/jean-marie-lehn/#|p=/site/jean-marie-lehn/biographie.htm|

  
Leinen Jo 
From 1985-1994 Jo Leinen was Environment Minister in the State Government of Saarland, 
Germany. Since July 1999 he has been a Member of the European Parliament. From 2004 to 
2009 he served as President of the Constitutional Affairs Committee and from 2009 to 2011 he 
chaired the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, of which he is still a 
full member. He is Honorary President of the Union of European Federalists (UEF) and President 
of the European Movement International (EMI). 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4262/JO_LEINEN_home.html
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Lesuisse Itamar 
Itamar Lesuisse is the founder of Brainbow, a London-based startup that uses mobile, games 
and science to solve major problems in education and life-long learning. Itamar is an engineer 
and started his career with The Boston Consulting Group. Prior to Brainbow, Itamar founded 
and sold Scoville, a location-based service, and held several product management positions at 
Amazon and Visa. 

www.brainbowgames.com
@itamarl

Leškevičius Vytautas
Vytautas Leškevičius is Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania. He is 
responsible for shaping and implementing the European Union’s policy and for developing 
and strengthening relations with European Union’s institutions, member states and candidate 
countries. He was in charge of the preparations for Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union. Mr Leškevičius has held various positions in the diplomatic service since 1996.

Leysen Bettina 
Higher education: Psychology at Radcliffe/Harvard 1970-1971; Medicine at the University 
of Antwerp 1971-1978; Gynaecology/Obstetrics and Sexology at the University of Antwerp 
and the Catholic, University Louvain 1981-1986; Psychosomatic Gynaecology Frauenklinik 
Düsseldorf 1983-1984; BA in intercultural studies at the Catholic College of Mechelen 2005. 
Active as psychosomatic gynaecologist at the University Hospital until 2011. Guest Assistant 
Professor Health and Culture at the Catholic College of Mechelen 2004-2012. Member of the 
board of the School of Comparative Philosophy Antwerp since 1989. Member of the Foundation 
Council of the Foundation of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen 2008-2010. Vice 
Chairwoman of the Foundation of the International Charlemagne Prize of Aachen since 2010.

http://www.karlspreis.de

Ludwinek Anna 
Research Manager at the Living Conditions and Quality of Life Unit at Eurofound (the European 
Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions). Anna works primarily on 
issues related to youth: active inclusion of young people with health problems or disabilities 
as well as topics around migration and integration. Her current work and interest include the 
labour and adulthood transitions and the social inclusion of young people including the quality 
of life of young people in general and more disadvantaged groups. In the area of migration and 
integration she is currently working on investigating the links and tensions between migration, 
labour and integration policies, attitudes towards migrants as well as looking at the social and 
employment implications of intra-EU mobility. She is a member of the Steering Committee of 
the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council in Ireland and is responsible for the preparation 
of the local Integration and Diversity Programmes. She is a Fellow of the Transatlantic Forum 
on Migration and Integration. 

www.eurofound.europa.eu
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Luger Katharina
Katharina Luger has been a member of the cabinet of the Austrian minister for labour, social 
affairs and consumer protection since 2008. Her current field of work is labour market politics. 
Having started her professional life in the Austrian Trade Union Federation, she came into 
contact with youth and employment related issues early on. Katharina Luger holds a degree in 
political sciences. As part of her work for the minister, she is a member of the Public Employment 
Service’s (AMS) administrative board. 

http://www.sozialministerium.at

Lukander Sanna 
Vice President of Learning and Book Publishing at Rovio Entertainment. She joined the 
company in summer of 2011 to start the Book Publishing Unit and she also initiated the 
Learning activities. Sanna Lukander is an experienced veteran in book and educational 
publishing. Sanna is based at Rovio headquarters in Espoo, Finland.

http://www.rovio.com 

Lyamouri-Bajja Nadine 
Nadine Lyamouri-Bajja is an intercultural psychologist and international consultant. She has 
many years of experience in working with young migrants and refugees. She was involved in 
the development of the European network “Voices of young refugees in Europe” and recently 
conducted a study for the Council of Europe and UNHCR on the transition to adulthood of 
unaccompanied and separated asylum seeking and refugees children in Europe.

http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.coe.int

Maillot Justine 
Justine Maillot is an EU Oceans Policy Advisor at Greenpeace. She has completed her legal 
training, with a focus on International, European and environmental law. She has been with 
Greenpeace’s European Unit for more than two years, where she has worked to reform the 
EU’s Common Fisheries Policy and to promote a shift towards sustainable, low-impact fishing.

http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/en/ 
@GreenpeaceEU

Malheiro João
João Malheiro is a young Human Resources Psychologist.  For the last six years he has been 
involved in the development and implementation of most HR policies for a multinational 
software development Group – Primavera Business Software Solutions. In the past, he has 
been co-responsible for Recruitment, Selection and Induction of Employees worldwide for this 
group, having contact with both candidates with and without Erasmus experience.

http://www.primaverabss.com/pt
@JoaoMalheiro
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Malvesi Lara 
Lara Malvesí is the Spanish news public agency correspondent at the European Parliament. 
She has been covering European affairs for AGENCIA EFE the last six years and has written 
stories about the European hemicycle both in Brussels and Strasbourg since 2010.  She earned 
a degree in Law at Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona and a degree in Journalism from 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra. Later, she followed studies of Global Affairs at New York University. 
Besides MEPs daily work she covers Justice and Home Affairs issues in Brussels and The Hague. 
She has prior experience in a variety of Spanish media like La Vanguardia, El Mundo and the 
radio station Cadena Ser.

@LaraMalvesiBXL

Mangin Pascal 
Pascal Mangin is President of the Commission on “Culture, regional identity and biligualism” 
and Vice-President of the Commission on “Cross-border and decentralised cooperation” of 
the Regional Council of Alsace, Councillor of the municipality and commune of Strasbourg, 
and member of the Committee of the Regions, the EU’s assembly of regional and local 
representatives.

http://www.region-alsace.eu/
www.cor.europa.eu

Marra Salvatore 
President of the Youth Committee of the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC/CES) as 
of December 2012, has been a youth activist in the Italian trade union CGIL (Italian General 
Confederation of Labour) where he has been in charge of youth policies at regional and 
national level. He has also been a civil rights activist and collaborated with NGOs, think-tanks 
etc. Before starting the trade union activity, he has been working in the culture field at national 
and European level, after graduating from Rome university “La Sapienza” in oriental languages 
and specialising in audiovisual translation. 

www.etuc.org
@salvamarra

Masseglia Denis
Qualified teacher of physical sciences, and an international oarsman who was French champion 
in 1969, 1970 and 1974. President of the French Olympic Committee (CNSOF) since 19 May 
2009. First Vice-President of the International Committee of the Mediterranean Games.  
Secretary-General of the Association of National Olympic Committees of French-Speaking 
Countries. Member of the Executive Board of the CNSOF, in charge of communications and 
marketing, from 2005 to 2009. Member of the Council of the International Federation of Rowing 
Associations since 1999. Secretary-General of the CNOSF from 2001 to 2005. Vice-President of 
the CNSOF in charge of communications and marketing from 1993 to 2001. President of the 
French Federation of Rowing Associations from 1989 to 2001. 
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Matjasic Peter 
Peter Matjašic is a Slovenian polyglot and graduate of International Relations. He has been 
active in European youth work for ten years as a volunteer (2005-2006), a youth representative, 
facilitator and trainer (2006-2008), Secretary-General of JEF-Europe (2008-10) and President of 
the European Youth Forum (2011-present). He’s been representing the young people of Europe 
towards different organisations relating to youth issues, such as participation and employment, 
including the UN, Council of Europe and the EU. Content-wise he is also in charge of Youth 
Participation policy and advocacy chapter and of the Relations with Member Organizations. 
Currently he is part of the Soliya Network Fellowship.

http://www.youthforum.org/

Matzner Sinje 
She has been serving as the chief editor of the ARTE Journal daily newcast for the past two years, 
and is currently deputy editor of the ARTE Franco-German cultural channel. In spring 2004 she 
developed the online interactive survey “world of work” - a data journalism project - which 
was designed around the situations Young Europeans will encounter in the labour markets of 
today and tomorrow. During her studies Sinje Matzner worked in political science, philosophy 
and theatre, and film and television in Cologne and Bologna. She was also a television reporter 
for the WDR regional studio in Cologne. After graduating she undertook a traineeship in Radio 
and Television at the Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) in Hamburg, Germany. She then became 
a reporter, writer and editor for the NDR magazine “Market”, and for the ARD’s “Plus Minus” and 
“Daily News” news programs. From 2000-2005 she served as the exchange correspondent at 
Deutsche Welle, and in 2008 she was appointed the deputy chief editor for the editorial team 
at NDR Television.

http://europe.arte.tv/fr/evenements/world-of-work/

McGuirk John 
John McGuirk is a political consultant and commentator from Ireland. He advises political 
candidates, companies, and organisations on communications and messaging strategies.
He was the campaign director for the successful “NO” campaign to the first Irish referendum 
on the Lisbon Treaty, and has been an adviser to former Libertas leader Declan Ganley since 
2008. Mr. McGuirk is also a regular commenter on television on Irish politics and current affairs, 
particularly matters relating to the European Union. A former campaign director for the Irish 
National Union of Students, he was educated in Trinity College Dublin, and currently resides in 
Galway in the Republic of Ireland.

@john_mcguirk
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Mc Mahon Meabh 
Originally from Ireland, Méabh Mc Mahon has covered EU affairs for broadcast and digital 
medias for the past seven years from various European cities. She contributes to a number 
of medias including France24 as the Brussels correspondent and well-known EU news site, 
EUobserver as the social media editor. Passionate about people and their stories, Méabh speaks 
a number of European languages and uses her voice as an EU reporter to remind EU decisions 
makers about the plight of people beyond the EU institutions - especially youth - so that they 
pass laws that reflect the real needs of the people and not the financial markets. 

www.euobserver.com

McNamee Joe 
Joe McNamee is Executive Director of European Digital Rights, the umbrella organisation for 
digital civil rights organisations in Europe. He has been working in the internet sector almost 
continually since 1995 and has a particular interest in issues related to privacy, “voluntary” 
regulation of citizens by internet companies and the application of human rights law in the 
online environment.

@edri.org
https://edri.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCaaM9DVZ0oj6-9KjG-71BQ  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuRTm-zJDj8mPzMbzo3MTiA

Melo João
My name is João Melo, Electronic Engineer by Education, inventor by curiosity and entrepreneur 
by personal motivation. I’ve worked on the hardware/firmware/software development, for the 
last 3 years, and I’m an enthusiast of new technologies. In the past few years I’ve developed 
several control prototypes for agricultural grow control automation, and have always tried to 
bring innovation to my prototypes implementing the newest technologies on them. This last 
two years I’m developing the latest tech on grow controllers for all the Urban Farmers, in a 
way that finally in a few months I’ll be opening my first startup based on one of my developed 
prototypes.

www.facebook.com/pages/Open‐Grow/1515858381971727 
www.twitter.com/Open_Grow
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Meyers Caroline 
After her studies in political sciences, European studies and public administration Caroline 
Meyers started her career at the Catholic University of Louvain with research on intermunicipal 
cooperation. In 1996 she started working for the European Social Fund in Flanders. At first 
she was the regional coordinator of a pilot project in Antwerp which tried to facilitate the 
cooperation between youth NGO’s and the public employment service of Flanders. Afterwards 
she became responsible for all the gender projects of ESF and she coordinated 2 European 
projects herself. She was also responsible for major gender campaigns in Flanders. Now, she 
is responsible for knowledge management and transnational cooperation of the ESF-Agency 
Flanders.

http://www.esf-agentschap.be/

Minana Clara 
Clara Minana is graduated in Law, business administration postgraduate student and passionate 
about European affairs. She has lived in many different EU countries, and has worked as a 
trainee at the European Parliament. She feels committed to youth unemployment, because 
a problem of this size and scale requires everyone’s focus and effort, but mostly the effort of 
the people most affected, who are the future of Europe. With the Youth Future Think Tank, she 
is aiming to find the root causes of the issue, come up with solutions, make proposals and 
participate in political decision-making, in the hope of tackling the dreadful unemployment 
situation that all European citizens are living with.

https://www.facebook.com/youthfutureThinktank
https://twitter.com/clamimar88

Mitgutsch Konstantin 
Konstantin Mitgutsch is a researcher, game design consultant, coach and lecturer in the field 
of learning, play and personal development. At the present he works as a Research Affiliate 
at the MIT GAME LAB at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and focuses his work on 
meaningful play experiences and serious game development (www.kmitgutsch.com)

http://www.kmitgutsch.com/
http://web.mit.edu/
@MitgutschK

Möhringer Peter 
Peter Möhringer has been working for various organizations of the Fair Trade movement since 
2008 starting as a student. During this time he has seen on a pre-assessment of cocoa farmers in 
Ghana the need for Fair Trade first hand. In 2013 he started to work for the Fair Trade Advocacy 
Office in Brussels as project coordinator. With a final thesis about Fair Trade and development 
politics he earned his degree in Political Science from the University of Bonn, Germany.

http://www.fairtrade-advocacy.org 

128 European Parliament, Strasbourg, 9-11 May, EYE Guide

“Ideas for a better Europe”



129

Monnet François-Marie 
François-Marie Monnet - A witness of, and a participant in, the “Big Bang” of the financial markets 
over the last 30 years:  Graduated in Political Sciences, foreign correspondent in Canada for “Le 
Monde”, trained on the “capital raising” side at Morgan Stanley Corporate Finance and Orion 
Royal Bank Limited; in 1987, head of the Swiss capital markets department of CCF (later HSBC). 
In Switzerland, moved to the “buy side”, institutions and individual investors, within SBC’s (later 
UBS) affiliate Unigestion; as a founding Partner of Bridport & Cie, the independent Bond Broker 
operating from Jersey and Geneva. From 1997 onward, serviced families and foundations as 
the Vice-Chairman of MultiPlus finance SA. Since 2009, retained as an independent adviser by 
select HNWI’s. Associated to l’Observatoire de la Finance and member of the Board of Finance 
Watch.

http://www.finance-watch.org/
http://www.morganstanley.com/views/jacf/
http://www.bridport.ch/

Moreira Vital 
Vital Moreira is Chair of the Committee on International Trade of the European Parliament. He 
holds a doctorate of legal and political sciences from the University of Coimbra, where he is also 
an associate professor in the Faculty of Law. Prior to his election as a Member of the European 
Parliament, he was a Member of the Constitutional Assembly (1975-1976) and Member of the 
Assembly of the Republic (1976-1982; 1996-1997) and judge at the Constitutional Court (1983-
1989).  

http://www.eppgroup.eu/INTA
@vitalmoreira09

Morjan Guus 
Guus Morjan is a vocational education and training expert focusing on mobility opportunities 
for young people. For Guus, a student that takes a part of his/her education or training abroad 
not only has an experience for a lifetime, but also develops career enhancing skills and 
competences. Based in Holland, he manages his own company, Morjan European Vocational 
Education and Training and is a consultant for Kenwerk, the Dutch Centre of Expertise for 
Vocational Education, Training and the Labour Market for the hospitality, bakery, travel, leisure 
and facility management.

www.kenwerk.nl
@eumove

Mota Soares Pedro 
Pedro Mota Soares has been the Portuguese Minister for Solidarity and Social Security since 
June 2011. In July 2013 he accumulated the Employment portfolio.  Holding a law degree 
and a graduation in Labour Law, he has started his career as a research assistant at Lusófona 
University. From 2005 to 2009 he had been member of the Portuguese Parliament and chair 
of his party’s (CDS/PP) parliamentary group. He had also been head of his party’s youth 
organisation from 1996 to 1999, secretary-general of CDS/PP from 2002 to 2005, and vice-
president of the European Young Conservatives.”

@pedromotasoares 
http://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/os-ministerios/ministerio-da-solidariedade-e-seguranca-social/conheca-a-equipa/ministro/pedro-mota-soares.aspx
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Mustaghni Karim 
Karim Mustaghni, a Global Shaper of the World Economic Forum, is a lateral thinker and a citizen 
of the world. He is a promoter of innovative thinking and entrepreneurial acting, a connector 
of global minds and makers, and a passionate artist and musician. Karim is the founder and 
current president of the non-profit organisation, the World Technology Society, co-founder of 
the Next B2B Forum and founder of Black Solitaire. He also advises tech start-ups and deals 
with early-stage investments.”

www.karimmustaghni.com
www.nextb2bforum.org

Nasti Alessandra
Since 2008, she works in the Italian Centre for Research and Studies of Fisheries, in collaboration 
with the fishery cooperative companies and with government bodies. She has done 
collaboration with several environmental organizations and agencies in the management of 
protected areas, making analysis of management policies and practices of self-financing of the 
Italian marine protected areas. She is the author of several papers published in the field. She 
earned the degree of Master’s Degree in Governance of protected natural areas, presenting a 
thesis on the management of professional and sport fishing in marine protected areas.

Naulette Frédérique
After a career in sales first at Procter & Gamble and then at Nestlé for 15 years, Frédérique 
moved to Human Resources in 2000. She handled during 7 years strategic training courses 
for Nestlé leaders in Marketing and Sales, Management, Leadership and Human Resources at 
the International Training Center of Nestlé in Switzerland. After an experience in Africa, she 
returned to Switzerland in 2012 in the European HR department where she is the European 
Project Manager for the “Nestlé needs YOUth” initiative that was launched in November 2013.

http://www.nestle.com/jobs/graduates-entry-level/europe-youth-employment-initiative
@FNaulette

Neher Paula
Paula Neher is a Law School student at the “Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin” and an active 
member of the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS). Paula has worked 
as a volunteer in “Pax Lodge” a WAGGGS World Centre for girl guides and girl scouts, where she 
got involved in a variety of WAGGGS campaigns and projects, like the “WAGGGS Leadership 
Development Programme”, a programme aiming in supporting young women in developing 
their capacity and leadership skills and the “Stop the violence”, a campaign on raising awareness 
about gender inequality and violence against women. As a volunteer in girl guiding Paula also 
had the opportunity to learn a lot about the status of women in a variety of countries and 
contribute in helping girls and young women from all over the world to develop life skills and 
become dynamic and independent individuals.
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Nicolae Valeriu 
Valeriu Nicolae is the Regional Director of Advocacy for World Vision. He is the founder and 
president of the Policy Center for Roma and Minorities, a Bucharest-based think tank, and co-
founder of the European Roma Policy Coalition. He has worked for the Open Society Institute 
and the European institutions, and for a network of European Roma NGOs (ERGO). Nicolae 
holds a Masters in Contemporary Diplomacy from the University of Malta. He was also one of 
the recipients of the European Citizen’s Prize in 2013. 

http://valeriucnicolae.wordpress.com/ 

Nicolini Giusi (Giuseppina Maria) 
Giusi Nicolini became mayor of the island of Lampedusa in May 2012. Known for her 
engagement in environment issues, she had been representative of Legambiente for several 
years before stepping into politics. As a mayor of Lampedusa, Nicolini has to face the constant 
emergency of illegal immigration and the tragedy of migrant shipwrecks. Her sensitive 
approach to immigration policies and her fight for human dignity and rights got international 
recognition when Lampedusa was officially nominated for the Nobel for Peace 2014.

@giusi_nicolini
http://www.comune.lampedusaelinosa.ag.it/

Nyman Johanna 
Johanna Nyman is a member of the board of the European Youth Forum. Her areas of 
responsibility on the board include promoting youth rights, the European parliament elections 
and the League of Young Voters. Her grass-roots civil society activity has mainly been with the 
scout movement, an organisation she has also represented at national and international level. 
Apart from being a youth NGO activist, Johanna is also studying environmental biology at the 
University of Helsinki.
  

www.youthforum.org

Oane Vladimir
Vladimir was an entrepreneur before it was cool to be an entrepreneur.  When he applied to 
enter the university his goal was to become a Microsoft engineer but when he graduated he 
was running a small development shop with 2 of his best friends. Years later he co-founded 
uberVU, a social media marketing platform, in use at hundreds of world-class companies in 35 
countries. After 5 years they were acquired by HootSuite and they think the combined forces of 
their 2 technologies can be a disruptive force in this space

www.vladimirsays.com
@vladimiroane
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Olenyi Sebastian 
Sebastian is a German freelance journalist and PhD researcher in the Netherlands on science 
communication and science, industry and public perceptions of sustainability of food and 
biofuels. He is a graduate in environmental sciences and biotechnology and is currently a 
member of the board of the European Youth Press.

http://www.youthpress.org/about

O’Loughlin Bridget
Bridget O’Loughlin has been appointed by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe as 
Campaign Co-ordinator of the No Hate Speech Movement.  Her extensive experience with the 
Council of Europe in intergovernmental work, legal advice, protocol and administration places 
her in a key position to co-ordinate the Campaign – both inside and outside the Organisation, 
working with national campaigns, the online campaign community and partners including 
other international organisations and the social media.

http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/

Özkardes Melih
My name is Melih Özkardes and I am 29 years of age. At the age of 19, when I spoke no German, 
I came to Germany from Turkey as a European volunteer. The year I spent as a volunteer was a 
hugely formative experience. When it ended, I signed up for the EuroPeers programme. Since 
then I have carried out many projects as part of the EuroPeers programme. I graduated from 
the German Sports University as a sports scientist. For the last three years I have been working 
in a major sports club and supporting the largest volunteer movement in Germany: organised 
sport.

Pack Doris 
Doris Pack has been a member of the European Parliament and its Committee on Culture and 
Education since 1989. Before going into politics, she was teacher. She was member of municipal 
councils and of the German Bundestag from 1974 to 1983 and from 1985 to 1989. Since 2009, 
she is the chairwoman of the European Parliament’s committee on Culture and Education. 
Recently, she has been rapporteur on the “Eramus+” regulation, the new EU programme for 
education, training, youth and sport, that passed the EP in November 2013

@pack_doris
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/de/1191/Doris%20PACK_home.html
http://www.doris-pack.de/
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Pauli Günter 
Gunter Pauli, an entrepreneur, author and educator, has set up 12 companies (2 of which failed). 
Under his leadership, a small detergent company constructed the first ecological factory and he 
was considered a pioneer in green business until he realised that his demand for biodegradable 
palm oil was leading to the destruction of millions of hectares of rainforest and the habitat 
of the orang-utan. He set out to design a new business model that aims to respond to the 
basic needs of all with what is locally available, focusing on generating more value instead of 
always cutting costs further and producing more of the same. His concept - known as the Blue 
Economy - is, today, with nearly 200 projects having been implemented, one of the pioneering 
models for economic development on all continents. He is a professor at 3 universities and the 
author of 19 books. 

@MyBlueEconomy” 
http://www.gunterpauli.com

Petrovic Jakovina Sandra
Sandra was born in Croatia in 1985. She studied law at the University of Zagreb and completed 
the Stagiaires programme at the group of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament.  
In January 2012 Sandra became the youngest female Member of the Croatian Parliament and 
on the 1st of July 2013, Sandra was elected as the youngest Croatian Member of the European 
Parliament. An active member of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs and in the Delegation 
for relations with South Africa, she works on issues close to her heart such as youth employment, 
youth mobility, Erasmus+, and migrants’ and women’s rights. Within the European Parliament, 
she identifies with the group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/119441/SANDRA_PETROVIC+JAKOVINA_home.html
@SandraPetrovicJ

Petzold Wolfgang
Wolfgang Petzold works at the communication department of the Committee of the Regions. 
He is responsible for conferences and group visits organised on the Committee’s premises in 
Brussels.

www.cor.europa.eu

Podimata Anni 
Anni Podimata has been a member of the European Parliament since 2007. Holding a degree 
in French Language and Literature, she had started her career in journalism. After her studies 
at Paris’ Journalistes en Europe school, she worked for several Greeek newspapers and 
broadcasting stations. She had been the Paris correspondent for the Athens News Agency. In 
the European Parliament, she had been the vice-chair of the committee on Industry, Research, 
and Energy from 2009 to 2012 and is now vice-president in charge of communications.

@AnniPodimata 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/39317/ANNI_PODIMATA_home.html
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Porcaro Giuseppe
Giuseppe Porcaro works as Secretary-General for the European Youth Forum (YFJ), the civil 
society platform which represents the interests of young people and youth organisations to 
the European Union, the Council of Europe and the United Nations System. In this role, he co-
ordinates a team of around 30 employees and ensures the co-ordination of the institutional 
relations between the Youth forum and its partners. Giuseppe worked also for the World Bank 
as the Youth Specialist in Kosovo between 2006 and 2007. He holds a doctorate in Geography 
of Development and a Master’s in International Relations from the University of Naples. 
Giuseppe has been active in youth and civil society organisations since an early age, both at 
local, national and European Level.

http://www.youthforum.org/

Poredos Benjamin
Benjamin Poredos completed his apprenticeship as a machinist at Blum Inc. Austria in 2008. 
In 2009 he represented Austria at the World Skills Competition in Calgary and won the gold 
medal in the category of CNC Turning. He continued working at Blum as a training instructor 
and was responsible for the vocational training of other young adults aged between 16 and 20. 
At the same time he attended evening school, completed his A-levels and is now studying for 
a Bachelor of Science in Engineering.

Pranckevicius Arnoldas
Arnoldas Pranckevičius currently serves as external policies adviser to the President of the 
European Parliament Martin Schulz. He primarily advises the President on EU’s Eastern policy 
and enlargement strategy, with main focus on relations with Russia, Eastern Partnership 
countries, Western Balkans and Asia. In 2012-2013 he coordinated the work of the special 
Cox-Kwasniewski mission to Ukraine. He has been with the European Parliament since 2006, 
previously working in the Cabinet of EP President Jerzy Buzek (2009-2012), in the Committee 
for Foreign Affairs and with the Interparliamentary delegations for Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. 
Earlier, in 2004-2005 he served as domestic policy adviser to the President of Lithuania Valdas 
Adamkus. He earned his Masters in European affairs at Paris Institute of Political Studies 
(Sciences Po Paris), holds his Bachelor’s in international relations from Colgate University in 
NY, USA, and has briefly studied at the Institute of Journalism of Vilnius University and at the 
Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva. Previously worked as freelance journalist 
for the main Lithuanian daily Lietuvos rytas and interned at the US Senate and Radio Free 
Europe. In addition to his professional activities, since 2009 he also serves as President of the 
Lithuanian Community in Belgium.

Primožič Rok 
Rok Primožič is the Chairperson of the European Students’ Union, which is the umbrella 
organisation of 47 national unions of students from 39 European countries, representing 
almost 15 million students. He has been a student representative for more than five years 
already, starting in his home country Slovenia. He was a member of ESU’s Executive Committee 
in 2011/12 and a Vice-Chairperson in 2012/13. His main areas of work are public responsibility, 
financing, mobility and internationalisation of higher education.

http://www.esu-online.org/
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Pronckute Simona 
Simona Pronckutė is a representative of the first ever European Citizens´ Initiative “Fraternité 
2020”. In 2012, she joined Fraternité 2020 to enhance EU exchange programmes – such as 
Erasmus or the European Voluntary Service (EVS) – in order to contribute to a united Europe 
based on solidarity among citizens. In 2013, Fraternité 2020 created “Help Erasmus” to 
advocate and campaign against the cuts to the Erasmus Programme. Fraternité 2020 is already 
supported by a number of renowned academics, NGOs from all over Europe and 75 Members 
of the European Parliament.

@simonapronckute  
https://www.facebook.com/Fraternite2020; 
http://be.linkedin.com/pub/simona-pronckut%C4%97/6/1a4/b1a/

Pützstück Simon
Simon Pützstück, born in 1983, studied political sciences, media studies and American studies 
in Bonn and Boston. After a work placements  with Spiegel TV, eurosport.de and with the sports 
desk of Westdeutscher Rundfunk (WDR - West German Broadcasting), he worked as a freelance 
author for the WDR and Deutschlandfunk. In 2011 and 2012, he completed a programme 
traineeship with the WDR. Since October 2012, Simon Pützstück has been working as an editor 
for the WDR business and consumer TV magazine markt (‘Market’) and Markencheck (“Brand 
check”), a TV show which puts popular consumer brands to the test.

http://www1.wdr.de/themen/index.html
http://www.daserste.de/information/reportage-dokumentation/markencheck/index.html

Rahman Zeenat
Zeenat Rahman serves as Secretary Kerry’s Special Adviser on Global Youth Issues and Director 
of the Office of Global Youth Issues (J/GYI). Under her leadership, the office operates as a 
nexus between policy and practice, incorporating youth voices into critical debates that help 
shape global affairs. Through a variety of mechanisms, including private sector partnerships, 
and cooperation with an extensive network of over 50 Youth Councils worldwide, the office 
amplifies youth issues and supports youth-driven solutions to many of the world’s most 
pressing problems. Prior to this appointment, Special Adviser Rahman served as Acting 
Director of the Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the United States 
Agency for International Development. She also worked closely with the White House Office 
of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships to expand partnerships with faith-based and 
nonprofit groups around the United States. Prior to her government service, she was Director 
of Policy at the Interfaith Youth Core. Special Adviser Rahman is a term member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations, a member of the British Council’s Transatlantic Network 2020, and a 
Truman National Security Fellow. She received a master’s degree in Middle East studies from 
the University of Chicago, where her thesis work focused on youth religious identity in the 21st 
century. She received a B.A. in psychology from the University of Illinois.

@zeenat
http://www.state.gov/j/gyi/
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Rainer Ines  
Ines Rainer was born in 1985 in Haan, Germany, and lives in Cologne. Ines studied communication 
design in Düsseldorf. Since 2011 she has been working for a German TV production company 
in Cologne as an editorial journalist. While researching on the topic of food waste, she had 
the idea of developing an online tool to share food which would otherwise go to waste. She 
met different people with the same kind of idea and soon the online community ‘foodsharing’ 
was born. Since April 2012, she has been the assistant chair for the non-profit association 
‘foodsharing’ and also does volunteer work for it. 

https://www.facebook.com/foodsharing.de 
www.foodsharing.de   

Rakar Marko
 Marko Rakar is president of a small Croatian NGO called Windmill. He has a lifelong experience 
in working for the media. His speciality is social media, data transparency and open governance 
and he is a popular lecturer and consultant on topics such as the internet, new media and 
modern politics. Marko studied Philosophy and Information sciences at the University of 
Zagreb and he is a regular columnist and author to a number of blogs, web sites, newspapers 
and magazines.

@mrak 
http://mrak.org/

Reichelt Jan
Jan is Co-Founder and President of Mendeley, one of the world’s largest research collaboration
platforms, offering a suite of free cloud-based tools that make the lives of millions of researchers
around world easier. Mendeley helps people to organize and collaborate on research projects
and makes academic research more accessible and transparent. In April 2013, Mendeley was 
acquired by leading scientific, technical and medical publisher Elsevier, and Jan continues to 
lead the company and its growth as it is integrated into the Reed Elsevier group. Jan started 
a Ph.D. in Information Management and was a lecturer in Electronic Business at the University 
of Cologne. Before that he graduated as MBA with a focus on Electronic Business, Accounting, 
and Entrepreneurship, having studied at the WHU, the LUISS Rome, and the University of Bath
School of Management. For several years throughout his Ph.D. studies he served as an advisor
to a member of SAP’s supervisory board, unsuccessfully tried to start a travel company.

http://www.mendeley.com
@janerixo
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Roatta Jean 
Born in 1941. Sud-Est, France. Former Member of the French National Assembly (1986-1988, 
1993-1997, 1997-2002, 2002-2007, 2007-2011). Mayor of the 1st sector of Marseille (Bouches-
du-Rhône) (1995-2008). Municipal councillor of Marseille (Bouches-du-Rhône) (1983-1989). 
Member of the Departmental Council of Bouches-du-Rhône (1982-2001). President of the 
French-Moroccan Friendship group at the French National Assembly (2002-2011). Member of 
the UMP Political Bureau. UMP National secretary for the Mediterranean, in charge of cultural 
cooperation and in charge of Maghreb. Member of the European Parliament since 2011 
(Subcommittee on Human Rights).

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/it/111068/JEAN_ROATTA_home.html

Romanczyk Anna
Anna Romanczyk graduated from the University of Warsaw in 2009. She spent part of her 
studies as an Erasmus student at University Paul Valery in Montpellier, France. In 2011-2012 she 
took part in a one-year EVS project at European Citizen Action Service (ECAS), an international 
NGO based in Brussels. After the EVS she did a 10-month internship in EFTA office in Brussels. 
Currently she is working in one of the biggest NGOs in Poland in a re-granting programme.  

Ruhrmann Katrin
Katrin Ruhrmann has been the director of the European Parliament’s Information Offices since 
2009. She started her career as a trainee with the European Commission. She has then worked 
as a strategy consultant. In 1991, she joined the European Parliament as spokesperson for the 
EPP group. From 2007 to 2009 she has been spokewoman and in 2009 head of the cabinet of 
the President of the European Parliament.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00d7a6c2b2/Secretariat.html?tab=eParliament_secretariat_dgcomm

Saar Darja
Darja Saar is CEO of the Entrum Foundation and author of internationally awarded Youth 
Entrepreneurship Contest and Development Programme ENTRUM. In the past she made 
brilliant international sport career as rhythmic gymnast and member of national teams of 
Kazahstan and Estonia. In 2008 she graduated at Tallinn University with social sciences master 
degree. In 2012 Darja was awarded as the most child friendly public person of the year by 
Estonian Union of Child Welfare and Estonian School Student Councils’ Union. And in 2013 she 
was awarded as Young Woman Entrepreneur of the Year by Estonian Association of Business 
and Professional Women’s. 

@daryasaar
http://www.crin.org/en/library/organisations/estonian-union-child-welfare
http://www.bpw-estonia.ee/ 
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Salmelin Bror 
Bror Salmelin is the adviser for Innovation Systems at the European Commission, Directorate 
General for Communications, Network, content, and Technology (DG CONNECT) where he is 
responsible for Open innovation and Modern innovation systems. He currently co-chairs the 
European Union Open Innovation Strategy and Policy group, an industry-led group advising on 
strategic priorities for open and service innovation. As a head of unit he developed the concept 
of European Network of Living Labs, which is grown through EU presidencies to a 150+ sites 
innovation network for ICT intense services. Previously, he held the position of Deputy of the 
ICT Section in Technology Development Centre and served as the Finnish representative at 
ESPRIT/IST programme of the EU. Bror Salmelin is a member of New Club of Paris, Member of 
the Advisory Board for Innovation Value Institute, Ireland. He has an expertise in intangible 
economy and value creation, related to policies like innovation policy, productivity and 
creativity in particular focused on new service innovation.

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/connect

Sagar Richard
Richard Sagar is a steering group member for Young Friends of the Earth Europe, a grassroots 
network of young people and youth organisations working collectively for social and 
environmental justice. He also coordinates their working group on unconventional gas. Prior 
to joining Young Friends of the Earth he worked in various positions at renewable energy 
associations and environmental NGOs.

@SagarRichard & @Young_FoEE
http://www.foeeurope.org/yfoee 

Schaefer Ralf-Peter
Since January 2012 Ralf-Peter Schaefer is leading the TomTom Traffic Product Unit. He 
is responsible for the global product development for traffic in the TomTom Group incl. 
Engineering, product and program management as well as sales and marketing support. He 
joined TomTom in August 2006 and started to work in a position of the Research Director of 
TomTom’s Mobility Solution Department and the Head of the TomTom R&D Centre in Berlin. His 
major scope  from 2006 was the development of  the TomTom traffic portfolio incl. algorithms 
and software for the realtime traffic information service HD Traffic and  the historic speed 
profile product IQ Routes. With his team he also developed the dynamic location referencing 
technology OpenLR to allow cost efficient transmission and excahnge of map location. Ralf-
Peter Schäfer studied electrical engineering the Technical University of Ilmenau and worked 
in several research organisations as the German Academy of Sciences, the German Centre for 
Computer Science, the German Aerospce Center (DLR) before he joined TomTom. Main areas 
of activities in the past and today include static and dynamic content generation for traffic 
products, probe technology development from GPS and GSM sources as well as modeling and 
data processing techniques for traffic systems.

http://www.tomtom.com/en_gb/
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Schmidt Olle
Olle Schmidt is a Swedish member of the European Parliament who focuses on economic and 
financial issues in the ECON Committee in Parliament. He has been politically active on all 
levels of government, and is the vice-president of the ALDE party. His core issues of interest are 
human rights and democratisation, gender equality, economic and financial market regulation 
and the euro. Olle Schmidt is a member of the Liberal Party of Sweden executive committee 
since 2008 and is the permanent chairman of the Liberal Party Nomination Committee.

@schmidtblogg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4274/OLLE_SCHMIDT_home.html

Schwarzmayr Bettina
Bettina Schwarzmayr was born in Salzburg in 1979, where she was a provincial pupils’ 
representative and a member of the Provincial Youth Parliament. She graduated in cultural and 
social anthropology in Vienna, and worked as student representative during her studies. She 
currently acts as district councillor and youth advisor in the Vienna district of Penzing.
She took part in various international youth associations and served as a member of the Board 
of the European Youth Forum from 2005 to 2008. She has been working for the wienXtra-
institut für freizeitpädagogik since 2010, where she is in charge of international youth work 
and thus responsible for Vienna’s input into EU processes regarding youth, for delegations and 
study trips, as well as for international education inputs for children and youth work.

http://www.ifp.at/ 

Sebesta Adam
Adam Sebesta is currently completing his master degree in Law at the Paneuropean University in 
Bratislava, Slovakia. Throughout his studies, he conducted an internship at EurActiv.sk, leading 
EU affairs online site, and corresponded to the nationwide newspaper Hospodarske noviny. 
He is a founding member of Like, “best university magazine”, and is currently coordinating the 
Youth National Convention on the EU at the Center for European Affairs in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
Sebesta was nominated for the Student Personality of Slovakia competition in 2013. He is a 
winner of the “Best Mediator” award in a mock mediation in Hong Kong. From 2013, Sebesta 
serves as Secretary General at the Pan-European Union Slovakia.

http://paneuropa.sk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Paneurópska-mládež-Slovenska/176261062418572
@SebestaAdam

Seger Alexandre 
Alexander Seger has been with the Council of Europe (Strasbourg, France) since 1999. He is 
currently Head of the Cybercrime Division and Executive Secretary of the Cybercrime Convention 
Committee. Prior to 2012 he headed the Economic Crime Division where he was responsible for 
the Council of Europe’s cooperation programmes against cybercrime, corruption and money 
laundering. Alexander Seger is from Germany and holds a PhD in political science, law and 
social anthropology after studies in Heidelberg, Bordeaux and Bonn.

http://www.coe.int/t/DGHL/cooperation/economiccrime/cybercrime/
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Segre Andrea 
Andrea Segre is an Italian film director. He has a research doctorate in sociology of 
communications from the University of Bologna. For ten years he has been making 
documentaries for television and cinema, in particular about migration. Among his major 
works are ‘Marghera Canale Nord’ and ‘PIP49’, an episode of the project ‘Che cosa manca’, ‘A sud 
di Lampedusa’, ‘La mal´ombra’ – which competed at the 2007 Torino film festival. His feature 
film, ‘Shun Li and the Poet’, portrayed the story of an illegal Chinese immigrant working in the 
Veneto region. The film received several awards, including the Best European Screenplay at the 
2008 Rome festival, was selected at the Atelier of the Cannes Film Festival and won the European 
Parliament film prize – LUX Prize – in 2012. In his second feature film, ‘First snowfall’, which 
premiered in Venice in 2013, he focuses more on the psychological difficulties of immigration. 
He is the founder of the association ZaLab, with which he develops both production projects 
and participatory-video workshops.  

http://andreasegre.blogspot.be/

Shore Luke
Luke Shore is sixteen years old and works as a board member of OBESSU (the Organising 
Bureau of European School Student Unions). OBESSU is the platform for co-operation between 
the national school student unions active in general secondary and secondary vocational 
education in Europe. Founded in April 1975 in Dublin, it brings together member and candidate 
organisations from more than 20 European countries. Luke lives and studies in Britain.

@LukeShore
http://www.obessu.org/

Simón Marón  Laura
BA in Political Science and Public Administration, Postgraduate Revitalization of Methodologies 
and Processes for Participatory Democracy and Master in Development and International 
Cooperation (University of the Basque Country- Spain). Currently operates, for 8 years, as a 
technical researcher on social  innovation at Novia Salcedo Foundation. She also participates 
in the Social Entrepreneurship Team, she is cowriter of the  Blog “Building Human Capital” and 
member of the  Icarus Think Tank.

http://www.noviasalcedo.es/

Soete Mathieu 
Unsatisfied with what formal education had taught him about the various challenges young 
people and the rest of our planet are facing, Mathieu decided to find things out for himself. 
He became a representative of the international youth movement towards the 2012 UN 
Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro and got involved in several youth 
organisations working on youth development and sustainability. As AEGEE’s Policy Officer 
on Sustainability he then went on to promote Education for Sustainability and has given 
several trainings on reducing organisations’ ecological footprint. Travelling across 15 countries 
with Europe on Track at the end of 2012 gave him the opportunity to collect young people’s 
opinions first-hand, and discuss with them about the topics they care about: employment, 
mobility, participation and of course, a healthy environment.
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Sorensen Judith 
Judith Sorensen works at the communication department of the Committee of the Regions. 
She is responsible for conferences and group visits organised on the Committee’s premises in 
Brussels

www.cor.europa.eu

Steffann Riet 
Riet Steffann-Janssen was born in the Netherlands. After leaving secondary school, she 
studied to become a teacher. For 34 years, Steffann-Janssen worked as a primary school 
teacher in Simpelveld. The school runs several international Comenius projects. Currently, she 
is the coordinator of the “Euregioschool”, a large neighbour-language project in primary and 
secondary schools in the province of Limburg. Steffann-Janssen is specifically responsible for 
the German language in primary schools.  

http://www.euregioschool.eu/ 

Stroobants Sarah
Sarah Stroobants is an internationalisation policy officer at the University of Leuven (KU 
Leuven, Belgium). She contributes to the development of innovative international education 
and supports the faculties in the implementation of the international policy of the university. 
Before she worked as policy assistant to the Deputy Director-General of the Directorate-General 
Education and Culture of the European Commission. In that position she contributed to the 
development of the new EU programme Erasmus+ as well as to several upcoming European 
Commission policy papers and initiatives.

http://www.kuleuven.be/english
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm 

Swoboda Hannes
Hannes Swoboda has been a Member of the European Parliament since 1996. Having studied 
law and economics, he started his political career as officer of local policy of the Austrian Social 
Democratic Party. In 1983, he became a Member of the Vienna regional parliament and has also 
held various positions on the municipal council of the Austrian capital. Swoboda is head of the 
Socialists and Democrats Group at the European Parliament.

@Hannes_Swoboda
http://hannes-swoboda.at/?cat=97
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Tomak Maria
Ukrainian journalist, civic activist. Educated in the Institute of Journalism, National Taras 
Shevchenko University of Kyiv (Ukraine). Used to work for the social-political Ukrainian 
newspaper “The Day” (from 2007 till 2012). At the moment works as a journalist in NGO “Center 
for Civil Liberties”, creates content on Human Rights situation in Ukraine and in Post-Soviet 
space for different Ukrainian media: printed, web-sites, internet-TV. Since November 2013 also 
– permanent volunteer of Euromaidan SOS initiative, which was created to provide people who 
suffered during the revolution in Ukraine with different kinds of aid, mostly legal. Visited Crimea 
(Ukrainian peninsular under the Russian occupation) for two times recently as a participant of 
the mobile group on monitoring the Human Rights violations in the region. 

http://www.day.kiev.ua/en/profile/maria-tomak

 
Vagner Marion
Engineer in training, Marion Vagner worked for 10 years as a consultant before giving up 
everything to become a journalist. Today she completed her training as a science journalist in 
the School of Journalism of Lille, one of the most known schools in France.  She intends to work 
particularly for the audiovisual media.

Valentin Julien
Julien Valentin, 33, is a young farmer and Vice-President of the French Young Farmers’ Association 
(JA) since 2012. In 2002 he started farming in Dampierre-sur-Moivre in the department of 
Marne. He grows beet, wheat, rape, barley, lucerne, winter barley, carrots, fescue, oil poppy, ray 
grass and maize. Some of his land is given over to temporary grassland.
JA is the only professional association consisting exclusively of young people under the age of 
35. Inspired by a belief in solidarity and social interaction, JA  seeks to defend the interests of 
young farmers and make it easier for young people to take up farming, with a view to fostering 
generation change in agriculture.

http://www.jeunes-agriculteurs.fr/

Van Den Berge Jerry 
Jerry van den Berge (1966, The Netherlands) is a policy officer in the European federation of 
Public Services Unions (EPSU), based in Brussels, since 2010. He is the coordinator of the first 
successful European Citizens’ Initiative “Water is a human right!” In his job he is dealing with 
EU policy and advocacy with a focus on water and waste industries and with corporate (MNC) 
policies, European Works Councils (EWC’s) and Sustainable Development. He has been involved 
in the international trade union movement to fight climate change and to promote ‘access to 
water and sanitation services for all’ since 2006. He is a member of the Global Union Researchers 
Network (GURN) and of the Justícia Hídrica (Water Justice) network.    

@Jerryvandenb
http://www.epsu.org/
http://www.gurn.info/en/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=707&langId=en&intPageId=211 
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van Valkenburg Willem  
Willem van Valkenburg holds a Master’s degree in Science from Delft University of Technology 
(TU Delft). He is currently coordinator of the TU Delft Open Education Team, including TU 
Delft OpenCourseWare and DelftX MOOCs, and manager of the project OpenCourseWare in 
Europe, funded by the European Commission. Since 2003, Van Valkenburg has been working 
at Delft University of Technology in the field of education technology and open education. 
Since 2013, he has also been a member of the board of the international OpenCourseWare 
Consortium 

@wfvanvalkenburg
http://www.e-learn.nl/
http://www.tudelft.nl/en/ 
http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm 

Vassiliou Androulla 
Androulla Vassiliou is currently European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism 
and Youth. Previously, she served as Commissioner for Health, from February 2008 to 2009.
Ms Vassiliou studied law and international affairs in London and practiced law in Cyprus for 
20 years (1968-1988). During this period she acted as legal advisor to The Standard Chartered 
Bank and to the Bank of Cyprus. Before her appointment to the European Commission, she was 
actively involved in politics in her home country, Cyprus.

@VassiliouEU
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/vassiliou/

Veillard Patrick
Patrick Veillard is responsible for research and for fair trade advocacy on behalf of the Belgian 
organisation “Oxfam-Magasins du monde”. An agricultural scientist by education, he first worked 
as a research engineer in the food industry, before quenching his thirst for further knowledge 
by studying journalism and then by working for a consumer protection organisation. His vision 
of fair trade (without a doubt linked to his career!): a successful “laboratory experience” and a 
source of inspiration for world trade as a whole.

http://www.oxfammagasinsdumonde.be/ 

Ververken Alexander
Alexander started working for GDF Suez in 2006 as part of the demand forecasting team for the 
Belgian customer portfolio. After 3 years he became a Portfolio Optimizer, with the objective 
of maximizing the value of the Group’s portfolio in the short term for the Central Western 
European market. He started up the wind energy management activity in 2010. Since January 
2014, he has been responsible for a dedicated team with as a mission to maximize the value of 
GDF Suez’s intermittent or uncontrollable RES assets (wind & solar) within the portfolio.

http://www.gdfsuez.com/en/ 
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Virot Daub Jean-François
Deputy Director, Citiz Alsce. Auto’trement (the original name of Citiz Alsce) was created in 2001 
in Strasbourg by some twenty people who developed the concept around three shared cars. 
In 2002 they joined the France-Autopartage network, further developed the concept in the 
region and took the name Citiz. Today, the regional network has 135 cars in 15 towns in Alsace 
and it is run as a non-profit association.

www.citiz.fr

Vöcking Björn
Björn Vöcking, born in 1975, is living in Cologne. After his degree in Sports-Management at the 
university of applied sciences in Remagen (RheinAhrCampus) he started his career at Electronic 
Arts GmbH as a product marketing manager for all EA SPORTS titles on 01.01.2004. Currently 
he is the Head of Marketing EA SPORTS/ MAXIS. His teams are working on all products across 
EA SPORTS (such as FIFA, UFC, NHL, NBA, MADDEN NFL, etc.) and MAXIS (The SIMS franchise, 
Simcity, etc.). 

http://www.ea.com/ 

Walker Mike
Communications Manager for The Pew Charitable Trusts in Brussels. He has been responsible for 
communicating the importance of responsible fisheries management and ocean conservation, 
by raising awareness of the opportunity for change and empowering groups and individuals 
to support decision-makers in seizing that. He has designed much of the campaign work that 
contributed to a historic reform of the EU’s failed Common Fisheries Policy. 

@maerkelig
@OCEAN2012EU
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/mike-walker/b/a80/846

Weber Richard
Dr Richard Weber, born 1944 in Germany, is the President of EUROCHAMBRES, the Association 
of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry. An entrepreneur himself, he has been the 
executive associate of the “Karlsberg Brauerei KG Weber” brewery in Homburg/Saar since 1983. 
He is also the president of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce of the Saarland and a former 
president of the Brewers of Europe (1992-1996). After completing his studies in economics at 
the University of Innsbruck, he started his career at BSN (today Danone) in Paris. Since 2004, Dr 
Richard Weber is a member of the French order of merit (Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur) and 
since 2005 he holds the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany.

www.eurochambres.eu
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Wiederkehr Marie-Odile
Born in Tours, Marie-Odile WIEDERKEHR attended secondary school and university in 
Strasbourg. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree in public law in 1959. In 1965, she defended her 
PhD thesis on an aspect of the case law of the European Commission of Human Rights.
She started her career in the Council of Europe in 1969 and she worked for the Social Charter, 
in the European Court of Human Rights and in the Legal Affairs Directorate. Her main areas 
of interest are human rights, the right of asylum and the rights of refugees, data protection, 
European institutions, and judicial cooperation with the new Member States in central and 
eastern Europe. She joined Cimade in 1999.

http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=home 
http://www.lacimade.org

Wiegard Wolfgang
From 1985 to 1994 and from 1999 until his retirement in 2011, Wolfgang Wiegard was a 
professor for finance at the University of Regensburg.
Since 1999 he is a member of the Academic Advisory Council at the Federal Ministry of Finance. 
From 2001 to 2011, he was a member of the German Council of Economic Experts, which he 
was also presiding for three years. From 2009 to 2012, he was a member of the “Council of the 
wise men of real estate”.

Yang Ya-Ting
Ya-Ting Yang is a Senior International Account Manager at Havas Media, Advertising and PR 
Services in Germany. Originally coming from Taiwan, she completed her Erasmus Mundus 
Master programme in European studies in the Netherlands and Spain. She had a main role in 
the organisation of international humanities conferences all over Europe. Ya-Ting has 6 years     
6 years of experience in international coordination and communication/ media management. 

http://www.havasmedia.com/ 

Zaltzman Andy
Andy Zaltzman is one of Britain’s leading satirical comedians.  He has performed stand-
up comedy around the world, and has been appeared regularly on BBC radio over the past 
decade.  Since 2007, he has been half of the hit topical podcast ‘The Bugle’, alongside long-time 
collaborator John Oliver (formerly of ‘The Daily Show With Jon Stewart’).  ‘The Bugle’ attracts 
hundreds of thousands of regular listeners across the globe with its trademark cocktail of 
political satire and utter nonsense.  
  

@hellobuglers
http://thedailyshow.cc.com/  



146 European Parliament, Strasbourg, 9-11 May, EYE Guide

“Ideas for a better Europe”


